
Abstract: 

 

The thesis is a contribution to the social history of the Middle Ages. It 

investigates a phenomenon called courtly love, fully expressed at the noble 

court through an analysis of Thomas Malory´s and Chrètien de Troyes´ 

Arthurian romances, letters of Christine de Pisan and auxiliary sources. Its 

origin and expressions in a period literature, mostly of southern France, its 

inspirational sources and a continuation of Celtic folklore tradition is discussed 

in the initial chapters. The next part deals with individual forms of the courtly 

love and their effects on a gender relationship in a knightly class. The actual 

activity of a medieval woman and her opportunity to participate in public, 

ascribed social roles and a development of a masculine view is discussed in 

following chapters. The final part is engaged in a falling of a knightly ideal as 

well as a significance of the knight and his dame. 

 


