This master’s thesis Comparative Analysis of Russian presidential elections 1996 — 2008 from the
perspective of hybrid regime theory analyses four presidential elections in the above mentioned period
and subsequently applies theoretical models of the hybrid regime theory. Such an application will allow
to answer questions not only about the character of the elections - whether they can be considered
democratic and competitive or not - but also about the character of the Russian regime as such. In this
regard the analysis of parliamentary elections has to be also included as these take place only a few
months before the presidential elections thus having a significant impact on the presidential electoral
process and often on the result as well.



