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Abstrakt bakalaiské prace

Cilem této prace je studie 8hych bodi, konkrétd manipulace é&i statem, mezi ddma
nejznangjsimi dily britské antiutopické literatury, HuxlegltomanenBrave New Worlta
OrwellovymNineteen Eighty-FourV obou €chto roméanech hraje manipulacgich mladé
generace vSeobetrnelmi dilezitou roli a je zasadninr@dpokladem pro kontinuitu
spole&enskych #izeni, které tyto knihy popisuji. Jak Orwell, taktey ve svych romanech
vénuji této oblasti zvlastni pozornost a jejich vimanipulace &i v totalitnim statu v obou
piipadech pedstavuje neodmyslitelnou S@st jejich léeni.

Analyza ffednesena v této praci se teoreticky opira o vyz#tuou gednich
americkych psycholag Abrahama Maslowa a B. F. Skinneratktezpracovali teorii lidské
motivace a chovani (Maslow) a takzvanych ,povzb@ oV (Skinner), vedoucich za jistych
podminek k opakovani tohoto chovani. Kombinaceljeorii poskytuje dobry vychozi bod
nejen pro komplexni rozbor vztahu megirdi a statem, ale také prégsnou identifikaci a
vyswtleni metod, které stat pro manipulagtigpouziva. Tato teoretické baze je st
doplréna o rekteré poznatky I. P. Pavlova a Sigmunda Freudahgemyslenky jsou
nezbytnym kontextemipdevsim pro jakoukoliv studii Huxleyho tvorby.

Tomuto rozboru fedchézi streny nastin historického kontextu sepsani obéuad
vycet €ch aspekt historického vyvoje v prvni polovéndvacéatého stoleti, kteréshg na
tvorbu autoi rozhoduijici vliv a jimiz se nechali inspirovat,phapoval€ény boom americké
ekonomiky v pipact Huxleyho, nebo deziluze ze stalinismuiippd Orwella. Nasleduje
kratka analyza pojmu ,utopicka literatura®, jehadgategorii a rozdil mezi nimi.

Jednou z hlavnich funkci utopicke literatury acksgjich odnoZzi je juxtapozice
popisovaného nemista a spwiesti, které ho obyva, se skégm s\wtem; utopicka literatura
vybiziétend&e k porovnanidchto dvou ¥tSinou znéné rozdilnych s¥tu, a reflexi nad
vztahem mezi nimi. Jadro prace proto mimo vySe erédinalyzy tvid paralela mezi
Oceanii, Setovym statem a skutaymi demokratickymi i nedemokratickymi rezimy
dvacateho stoleti. Jak Orwell, tak v mensiemiHuxley ve svych romanech zrcadlili své
obavy o vyvoj spolénosti v zapadnim $® a jejich pesimistické vizéasto dosly diiho
naplréni v mnoha vic€i mére totalitnich statech dvacatého stoleti. V Huxleptipad je
rozbor vztahu mezi timto vyvojem a jeho praci astaa tim, Ze Huxley byl jeStficet let
po publikaci romanBrave New Worlditerarre ¢inny. Pro zardfeni této prace je zasadni

piedevsim jeho esej ,,Brave New World Revisited” zudl©58, ve kterém 2mé rozebira

! Casto roviz publikovano pod nazvekonec civilizace



strukturu spolénosti ve svém romanu ve vztahu k moderni civilizapiedevSim pak
poval&né Americe.

Krome jiz vySe uvedené literaturygdevsim v oboru psychologie a behavioralismu
tvori kostru sekundarni literatury dila autprabyvajicich se utopickou literaturou jako
celkem (Burgess, Moylan, Kumar a jini). Ve spojei{uxleym jsou vyuzity dokumenty o
americkeé trzni ekonomicé e CorporationSupersize Mea rekteré mysSlenky architeit
socialismu (Marx, Engels). Dale je hdjmyuzity jiz zmirény esejBrave New World
RevisitedOrwell, ktery zerrel v roce 1950, jiz nedhptilezitost nijak reflektovat sy roman,
a proto se analyza jeho dila opirégevsim o jeho biografii (Crick), dila z&fana na
mladezZnické organizace v totalitnich statech (Afimjaa Orwellovu #véjsi tvorbu Animal
Farm, ,Why | Write* a dalSi).
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Chapter One - Introduction

1.1 Thesis outline

The focus of this thesis are two of the most pranirspecimen of utopian literature, namely
George Orwell’'sNineteen Eighty-Fouand Aldous Huxley’'8Brave New WorldDespite the
fact thatBrave New Worldwhich was published in 1932, predatéimeteen Eighty-Fouby
seventeen years and was written in a quite diftesenial and political climate, both these
books share many important elements. While degjotastly different societies with diverse
structures of power distribution, they both expresstain fears and worries that their
respective authors had about the future of ciibea which is why they were chosen as
primary texts for this thesis. More specificallietmain area of discourse is going to be the
treatment of children and their relation to theesias depicted in these books. In this field,
both Orwell’'s Oceania and Huxley’'s World State ghtire same objective, which is to turn
children and the young generation in general imoobedient tool to be at the system’s
disposal. This aim is very prominent for many reesm both books, but the results are the
same; children willingly submit themselves fully tioe state and become one of the major
means the state possesses to achieve its goals.

The degree of control over children bothBrave New Worldand Nineteen Eighty-
Fouris immense and it is therefore vital to understaod exactly this complex manipulation
is achieved. This thesis is hence aimed at deaaristg the methods of control in these two
books by using two prominent publications on bebtaral psychology as the theoretical
framework, namely B.F. SkinnerBeyond Freedom and Dignignd Abraham Maslow’s “A

Theory of Human Motivation.”

1.2 Organization and Methodology

The main purpose of the introductory chapter iowtline the historical contexts for both
primary texts and those sections of Orwell's andlelyis biographies that are salient for a
detailed analysis of their works. This chapter wiBo provide a working definition of what
exactly is utopian literature and what are its slmis, and even more importantly, what are its
functions. Finally, a short detour into behavionriwill be necessary to outline the theoretical
framework employed in the analysis of the primaxt$, namely the theories of B.F. Skinner

and Abraham Maslow on human behaviour and its rabtwus.



The second and third chapters will focusBrave New Worldand Nineteen Eighty-
Four respectively, outlining a detailed, close-readiagdd analysis of the mechanics of child
control as executed by the two states describéldeise books, as well as explaining why this
control is so essential in the first place. Therflochapter will then draw a comparison
between these two hypothetical states and the lgobliical regimes that existed at the time
when Brave New Worldand Nineteen Eighty-Foumwere written, as well as those that

developed afterwards, and will summarize all thectwsions.

1.3 Brave New World — Identifying the influences

As mentioned aboveBrave New Worldand Nineteen Eighty-Fourshare a number of
important elements, nonetheless, the political aodal contexts of their composition are
widely different. Whereas Orwell’s book outlines lfiéars and introduces a mostly imaginary
place where the worst after-war development scemvaais executed, Huxley’s work is much
more ambiguous; it is a blend of various influentas<ley was subjected to in the late
twenties and early thirties.

Anthony Burgess claims thatlineteen Eighty-Fouris Orwell's entry into the “worst
imaginary world contest” (translation mine), whereas David Bradshaw stdteshis

introduction toBrave New Worldhat

[...] the composition oBrave New Worldgroved so problematic to Huxley between
April and August 1931 because he was unsure inotis mind whether he was

writing a satire, a prophecy or a blueprint.

This is a very accurate analysis. Huxley’'s work wmas originally intended as a warning
similar to Orwell's, and it was later elevated t® position as one of the three or four all time
utopian classics chiefly by the readers and literaitics, who had the benefit of historical
hindsight. Bradshaw comments on this: “One of theagstrengths oBrave New Worlds
that it is hard to dissect, it resists categoricarpretations® In his foreword tdBrave New

World Revisited Huxley himself explains that he would have writtdne book in a rather

2 Anthony Burgess]985 trans. Milan MikulaSek, (Praha: Ma 2007) 50.

% Aldous Huxley,Brave New Worlded. Margaret Atwood, David Bradshaw,
(London: Vintage Books, 2007) xxiv.

“ Bradshaw, xxvii.



different manner in 1946. In 1932, however, theezenrno signs that the biggest massacre in
human history is just seven years away, or thattth@ huge experiments of society
organisation, namely the race based Third Reichctasts based Soviet Union, will become
synonymous for tyranny and suffering. So, what we three main influences that made
Huxley oscillate between “a satire, a prophecy amdleprint™?

Huxley originally started writinddrave New World Revisiteas an attack on the naive
Victorian vision of universal utopian bliss that @it8 mankind in a state based on reason,
dignity and technology in the very near future. sTmotion was always based on the
assumption that man is good by nature, that a gesteciety can be constructed, because man
is a perfect being; Huxley knew that it was notasal originally started writingdrave New
World as a mock of this vision as outlined by the techabH.G. Wells in his booklen Like
Gods This is the satirical element, a pure mockeryhef belief that world could be turned
into a place where all were happy, a belief that lba traced to the publishing of Thomas
Moore’sUtopiain 1516.

The second aspect Bfave New WorldBradshaw mentions is a blueprint. This can be
understood as Huxley's negative attitude to theestd Britain in the early thirties and
parliamentary democracy in general. Fuelled by ¢haotic state Britain was in chiefly
because of the financial collapse of 1929, Huxlesisted that order has to be renewed and
that parliamentary democracy is simply too feelde these times and that a more rigid,
authoritative system where universal equality igétten must be install&dhe actually said
that “stability” was one of the main objectives thext state should be based on, a concept
advocated by the social engineersBrave New WorldHuxley himself was originally in
favour of such techniques as hypnopaedia and ¢onitigy; unlike the Victorians, he did not
believe that man is good by nature, but that hédcpassibly bemadegood. Taking these
facts into account, it must be concluded that wbatell condemned as the worst possible
organisation of society, Huxley initially saw merels one of the extreme paths society may
follow; it was historical hindsight that gave hiedk the anti-utopian acuteness and grimness

for which it is so praised today.

> Bradshaw, xxiv.
® Bradshaw, xxiv.
" Hannelore Ploog. “Im Netz der Manipulierung : AldoHuxley und seinBrave New World,
(Frankfurt: Verlag Marxistische Blatter, 1979)-63.
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Finally, there is the element of “prophecy”, theetibasis of the anti-utopian character
of the novel, a reflection of Huxley’s disgust wilimerican lifestyle focused on consumerism
and sensual pleasursNovels such asThe Great Gatsbyhad already outlined the
shallowness of the average, pleasure loving micadié upper class American of the late
twenties by the time Huxley first visited U.S.A.sHcontempt for American lifestyle was
enormous and he projected all his disgust intoWwheld State a bleak prophecy of what
happens when these shallow pleasures become syonasyim happiness and ultimately the
only goal worth pursuing in life. In Huxley's bleakision, all other aspects of human
existence, including freedom of choice, are theeefubordinated to this one, omnipresent
goal of being happy as each and every individualised into a perfectly predictable and
regular piece to fit into the immense jigsaw of istc petrified in some sort of universal
nirvana. Some passagesBrave New Worldare very explicit references to the last chapter of
Jesting Pilate Huxleys’s account of his travels. His mockerytbé American dream in
suggesting the new American motto to be “Vital®ypsperity, Modernity,” for instance, is
the basis for the forthcoming World State based@wmmunity, Identity, Stability*°. As for
sensual pleasures, all Californian girls gave ‘@pse of pneumatic bliss. But not much else,
to judge by their faces, uniform, unindividual amtank.”™ Consequently, the word
“pneumatic” is frequently used by Huxley’'s male i&dwers to describe the female characters’
sexual appeal. The theme of sex and promiscuiggireral appears to be of particular interest
to Huxley, and its detailed depiction Brave New Worlddraws heavily on Huxley's
American experience, a link he himself identifissis foreword to the 1946 edition Bfave

New World

Not does the sexual promiscuity Bfave New Worldeem so very distant. There are
already certain American cities in which the numtsiedivorces is equal to the number
of marriages. In a few years, no doubt, marriagenices will be sold like dog licenses,
good for a period of twelve months, with no law iaga changing dogs or keeping

more than one animal at a tirtfe.

8 Krishan KumarUtopia and Anti-utopia in Modern Timed ondon: Blackwell Books, 1991) 381.
° Aldous Huxley Jesting Pilate (London: Chatto & Vindus, 1957) 280.
% Huxley, Brave New World1.
! Huxley, Jesting Pilate 266.
2 Huxley, Brave New World xlix.
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In Brave New Worldhappiness derived from “Community, Identity, $lia)i becomes not
only the aim, but the prerequisite of any meanihgiistence, and it is enforced with the
same vigorousness Julia and Winston experiendeeatlinistry of Love. It is this aspect of
Huxley’'s novel that became by far the most promindreme in most contemporary
interpretations of the book and puts it on the sdenel of political agitation afNineteen
Eighty-Four, and despite the above mentioned ambiguity andipreipossible readings, it is

this anti-utopian aspect of the book that will lienterest for the purposes of this thesis.

1.4 Nineteen Eighty Four — the roots of Orwell's pessimism

The conception ofNineteen Eighty-Fours set in a completely different frame. Much had
happened in the seventeen year gap betBeave New WorldindNineteen Eighty-Fourthe
Stalinist purges of the thirties, the attempted ildtation of an entire entity, the
unprecedented attacks on cities such as Nagasakshima and Dresden, and possibly the
event that had the biggest influence on Orwell, Sipanish civil war. Four years before his
death, after spending five years in Burma as antalofficer, after beingpown and Out in
Paris a London after reflecting on the unbearable conditionsmofking class life inThe
Road to Wigan Pierand, most importantly, after the huge disillusi@experienced during
the Spanish Civil WaF as expressed iHomage to CataloniaOrwell states the following in

his 1946 essay “Why | Write”.

The Spanish war and other events in 1936-37 tutinedscale and thereafter | knew
where | stood. Every line of serious work that kéawritten since 1936 has been
written, directly or indirectly, against totalitariism and for democratic socialism, as |
understand it. [..] And looking back through my Wor see that it is invariably where

| lacked a political purpose that | wrote lifeldssoks and was betrayed into purple

passages, sentences without meaning, decoratieetiaes and humbug generatfy.

Based on the above mentioned points, it may seanh uhlike Huxley’'s more diverse
motivation, Orwell’'s objectives with the compositioof Nineteen Eighty-Fourwere

extremely clear and straightforward. However, e¥@mvell’s intentions behind\ineteen

“ Bernard CrickGeorge Orwell: The First Complete Biograpl{oston: Little, Brown Co.) 207-236.
1 George Orwell, “Why | Write, Collected EssaygLondon: Mercury Group, 1961) 424.
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Eighty-Four are not entirely clear and are a matter of sonsagieement among literary
critics. Some, like Krishan Kumar, suggest thatltbek can be interpreted as a direct attack
on Soviet communism, or rather its Stalinist varsiowhich failed to achieve the objectives
socialists like Orwell believed in. In his bodltopia in the Twentieth CentuyryKumar

contends:

[...] but for all those for whom Soviet communismasvthe God that failed’, Orwell's
Animal Farm and later Nineteen Eighty-Fourwere the precise and passionate
expression of their own bitter feelings about thevigt Union. Ignoring Orwell’s
repeated denials that socialism or even the Sawebn were his principal targets,
they could take the Orwellian anti-utopia as th#ident response to the communist

utopia®®

In other words, the main purposeAfimal FarmandNineteen Eighty-Fouwas to criticise
Soviet communism as the ultimate system of govemmanwas initially believed to be. This
concept is resolutely condemned by Anthony Burge$® postulates thatlineteen Eighty-
Four has little to do with the Soviet Union, but ishat Orwell’s manifesto of the disgust he
felt about the state of post war Britain and esgigits felt wing politics'® Burgess goes into
substantial depth while linking many images frddineteen Eighty-Foursuch as the
omnipresence of Big Brother, the shortage of corsuyoods and above all the grim fissure
between the Party rhetoric and the actual statos g the disillusionment British socialists
have suffered after the war. Or in other words,dhief “political purpose” Orwell chose to
follow was, according to Burgess, not a criticata®struction of the Soviet Union, but a
demonstration of the numerous flaws embedded itisBrieft wing politics.

Finally, another theory, which appears to be tlestrappropriate basis for this thesis,
claims thatNineteen Eighty-Foutacks thepolitical aspect in the sense we understand the
word today, i.e. expressing some sort of positinrite right-left scalé® In other words, this
theory suggests thalineteen Eighty-Fouis, unlikeAnimal Farm not an attack on a specific

political regime, but rather Orwell’s depictiontbie corruptive effects of power, regardless of

> Kumar, 382.
' Burgess1985 17-37.
" Burgess1985 29.
' However Nineteen Eighty-Foudefinitely is political in the aspect which Orwaltributes to the word in
‘Why | Write,” i.e. in commenting on general organization of sggcor power distribution.
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the political doctrine its wielders advocate. AsnideDonoghue puts it: “The book is not a
documentary account of any real regime, it is defabritten in fear by a writer beset with his

own illness and the illness of the world.”

1.5 Utopia, Dystopia, Anti-utopia, Kakotopia, Eutopa — working definitions
Terms like “utopia”, “eutopia”, “dystopia”, “antitopia” and “kaktopia” have always been a
matter of great disagreement among scholars, as #me multiple views on their exact
meanings and the boundaries separating these s&@ns to be not very clearly defined. One
of the definitions of “utopia”, for example, is ‘f@onexistent society described in detail and
normally located in time and spac®.This definition does not include any degree of the
author’s judgement of that society, or, in otherd®) it does not indicate whether the utopia
IS negative or positive, which renders the ternpiast@s a hypernym of the other four. This
notion may be further confirmed by its etymologieadalysis; the literal translation from
Greek would be a “non-place”, which does not ineluahy notion of value judgement
whatsoever. However, in practice the word “utopiatially refers to rather positive sketches
of society. Analogically, the definitions of “anitopia” and “dystopia” vary greatly in

different sources and overlap to a great degree.ddfinitions inThe Utopia Readeare as

follows:

Dystopiaor negative utopia- a utopia that the author intended the contenmeanas
reared to view as considerably worse than the soicievhich he lived
Anti-utopia- a utopia that the author intended the contenmsras reared to view as

criticism of utopianism or some particular eutoffia.

If these definitions are accepted, it is obviouatth book likeNineteen Eighty-Fourcan
hardly be categorically labelled as it combineshbfinctions; Orwell clearly wanted the
reader to view Oceania as a very dismal place ditstopian aspect), biNineteen Eighty-
Four also carries a strong element of critique of doer@ineering as represented by the

totalitarian rule of the Inner Party (the anti-utop aspect). However, for the sake of

!9 Denis Donoghue,Nineteen Eighty-FourPolitics and fable,George Orwell &Nineteen Eighty-Four — The
Man and the Bogl& Conference at the Library of Congress" 2Qril and £' May, 1984. p. 68.

2 Gregory Claeys, Liman Tower Sargent eftse Utopia Reader
(New York: New York University Press, 1999) 1.

L Claeys and Sargent, 1-2.
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argument and to avoid confusion, b&have New Worldand Nineteen Eighty-Fouwill be
henceforward referred to as anti-utopias, as aildeecargument could be made that this

element pervades in both novels.

1.6 Functions of utopian literature

Despite difficulties in definition, nonetheless th@re some recurring themes and aspects that
are inherent to all utopian literature, the mosfpamant being the prominence of the
relationship between the actual setting the boak wugtten in and the imaginary world which
it describes. The first sentence ©he Utopia Reademprovides us with this definition:
“Utopianism in general is the imaginary projectigositive or negative, of a society that is
substantially different from the one in which thetreor lives.®® It is the character of this
difference between here and now and the un-plagebtiok describes that constitutes the
salient point of all utopian literature. It is byeans of this link or even more specifically,
comparison, that utopian literature conveys thended message from the author to the
reader.

Both Nineteen Eighty-FouandBrave New Worldvould have been virtually pointless
if a comparison between the societies they desaii the actual conditions they were
written in could not had been made. This is pelydogical if put in context with one of the
functions of utopian literature as outlined in Tdwoylan’s Dark Horizons namely to
catalyze a change of the status Gud\s far as dystopian or anti-utopian literature is
concerned, clearly the best way to achieve this take those social phenomena one wants to
unmask as wrong and exaggerate them to the exfpemewhere their wrongness becomes
obvious. A book that only describes the dreads oégme already in existence loses its
utopian function and becomes a mere political pdetpdr statement. A credible argument
could be made tha&nimal Farm for instance, is not really an anti-utopian b@skKrishan
Kumar claims in the above quoted excerpt, becauseks the necessary bridge between the
fictive place described and realitnimal Farmis more of a scaled down record of the
history of the Soviet Union from the October revmn to the peak of Stalinism, very
accurately narrated and merely transplanted to lEgasical animal community set in

otherwise perfectly normal English countrysidesIhot difficult to see the analogies between

2 Claeys and Sargent, 1.
 Ruth Levitas and Lucy Sargisson, “Utopia in Darki€s”, Dark Horizons,Tom Moylan and Rafaela
Bacollini eds., (New York: Routledge, 2003) 24-
15



Trotsky and Snowball, the Stalinist purges of thieties and the slaughters in the barn etc.
These aspects make the book a very effective satimockery, but not a classical anti-
utopia, simply because it lacks its primary funetio

Having established that the main function of uaogiterature in general is to force the
reader into comparing the reality as describechenldook with the actual society the reader
lives in, it is vital to understand the mechanitpm@ and post war history in order to interpret
Brave New Worldand Nineteen Eighty-FourThis theme will be explored in chapter four;
since this thesis is focused on the manipulatiortholdren, chapter four will analyse the
position of children and young people in generapra-war America as well as the Third

Reich and above all Stalinist Soviet Union.

1.7. Theoretical frameworks: A. Maslow and “A Theoy of Human

Motivation”, B.F.Skinner and Beyond Freedom and Dignity

Before turning to the analysis manipulation andl@ation of cildren in the primary texts, it
is necessary to outline the ideas and notions &fweural psychology represented by
Abraham Maslow and B.F. Skinner that will form floeindations of my interpretation. These
theories, presented in their respective works “Aediy of Human Motivation” an@eyond
Freedom and Dignityare not only excellent tools to explore the matapve technique used
in Brave New Worldand Nineteen Eighty-Fourbut provide a good reference point for the
comparison of these societies to the actual tatédih regimes of the first half of the twentieth
century.

Maslow's basic thesis is that all actions commitigdan individual are driven by an
urge to satisfy certain needs of that individual.other words, all actions are pragmatic,
although this pragmatism may not be obvious. One teasatisfy his need for food, one hides
in a shelter to satisfy his need for safety, ongoied at sports in order to satisfy his need for
self-realization etc. Maslow then created a redyivrigid hierarchy of these needs and
claimed that all human actions can be perceived stsuggle to satisfy these needs in some

accordance to their priority within this systét.

** Abraham Maslow, “A Theory of Human Motivatior?sychological Reviewb0, 2-4.
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Maslow then identified six major groups of humarede that need to be satisfied in
order for the individual to feel happy and fullyndent. These groups are: physiological
needs, safety needs, love needs, esteem needwdtidor self actualization and finally the
desires to know and understand. According to Masldkeory, everything a man does is on
some level fuelled by the desire to satisfy onthese needs,

We may further develop this theory by introducirgnBer's concept of what he calls
“reinforcers™. “When a bit of behaviour is followday a certain kind of consequence, it is
more likely to occur again, and a consequence kyaiis effect is called reinforcef® There
are positive and negative reinforcers that haveranense effect on one's behaviour. Skinner
lists a few very simple examples: “Thus, if a pergscapes from a hot sun when he moves
under cover, he is more likely to move under cowben the sun is again hdt”In other
words, the consequence of escaping the heat igative reinforcer; the escape to shadow is
more likely to repeat should the dangerous exposutbe sun appear again. Analogically, if
a child feels hungry and is breastfed, it is makely to reach for mother's breast when it is
hungry again; its success is a positive reinfor€hrs is where Maslow's and Skinner's theses
merge into a theory that can be crudely put agvdl Every action an individual undertakes
is directly or indirectly linked to some of his mseor desire. In a struggle to satisfy these, an
individual is most likely to employ the techniqumat has already proved successful.

Combining these theories, it is possible to decansthe rather eccentric and even
pathologic behaviour of children iBrave New Worldand Nineteen Eighty-Fousimply as
their either conscious or subconscious struggleadiisfy their needs. The state may then
manipulate them by giving them only one possible/ wh satisfaction, which will only be

opened through absolute obedience.

%> Maslow, “A Theory of Human Motivation,” 18.
6B, F. SkinnerBeyond Freedom and Dignijt¢indianapolis: Hackett, 2002) 27.
2" skinner,Beyond Freedom and Dignijtg7.
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Chapter Two —Brave New World

2.1 Happiness saturation
“Community, Identity, Stability®, that is the motto of the World state. Therefasnoted in
Chapter one, the ultimate goal of state power @réwent its inhabitants from any attempts to
change the status quo. However, unlike the Partiimeteen-Eighty Foyrwhich simply
generates as much frustration as possible andctiemels it against any target it sees fit, the
technique of the World State is almost antipodeRather than controlling peoples’
frustration and using it as the main weapon at dtate’s disposal, why not exterminate
frustration altogether and replace it with blissntentment, a universal Nirvana for everyone?
There is no need for rebellion when everyone iphaBy saturating every possible aspect of
human life with predictable, easily obtainable pla&s, the state does not suppress rebellion,
it simply eliminates all the possible reasons thaty lead to one. The aim of this chapter is
therefore an analysis of the ways citizens’ needsedher satisfied or silenced Brave New
World and how this contributes to their total surrertdethe state.

In Nineteen Eighty-FoyrOrwell accurately comments on the Marxist thélséd “The
history of all hitherto existing society is the tois/ of class struggle$® with the following

words:

Throughout recorded time, and probably since tliecérthe Neolithic Age, there have

been three kinds of people in the world, the Hible, Middle, and the Low. The aims

of these three groups are entirely irreconcilafflee aim of the High is to remain

where they are. The aim of the Middle is to chaplgees with the High. The aim of

the Low [...] is to abolish all distinctions anceate a society in which all men shall be
equal®®

Instead of the High, the Middle and the Low, the W State has Alphas, Betas, Deltas,

Gammas and Epsilons, a classic example of a ragtecsystem; yet no rebellion ever occurs.
The reason is simple: The caste hierarchy is atcarnisapparent to any external observer, but

to each of the castes it seems like they are omofhef it. As a result of the rather complex

% Huxley, Brave New World1.

29 Karl Marx, Friedrich EngelsThe Manifesto of the Communist PaMarxists.org, 18 Feb 2010,
<http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/B3dommunist-manifesto/ch01.htm>.

%0 George OrwellNineteen-Eighty Four (New York: Signet Classic, 1990) 201.
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set of manipulative techniques applied from “derrayitto death, each and every member of
the society is deeply convinced that he or shenithe imaginary tip of the iceberg Mustafa

Mond compares society to:

“The optimum population,” said Mustapha Mond, “isdelled on the
iceberg—eight-ninths below the water line, onemeibove.”
“And they're happy below the water line?”

“Happier than above it. Happier than your friendehdor example.” He pointeth.

The stability of the World State is the result gétematic satisfaction of everybody’s needs,
or, on those rare occasions where complete comegither impossible or not feasible, the

need is either muted or externally transformed stmething else (see Chapter 7). This leads
to a society saturated with happiness where nolbahts to rebel, because everybody is on

“the top.”

2.2 Children are forever

The scope of this thesis has been narrowed down fine treatment of the whole population
to the treatment of children in order to providenare focused, in-depth analysis of this
universal theme inherent both Brave New Worldand Nineteen Eighty-FourHowever, if
applied toBrave New Worldthis narrowing proves to be a little less necgs#aan in the
case ofNineteen Eighty-Fouyrbecause for purposes of behaviour analysis,eple in the
World State are children, as the Director of Hatdse and Conditioning explains
enthusiastically: “Till at last the child's mind these suggestions, and the sum of the
suggestions is the child's mind. And not the chifdind only. The adult's mind too-all his life
long.”?

One of the key aspects of maturing, or getting mldegathering experience, learning
how to face the unexpected and how to overcomebligowret in Brave New Worldthe
unexpected does not exist and there are almosersomal difficulties to overcome. In those

rare situations when an individual is faced withuswexpected problem and a quick retreat to

somareality is not available, he or she reacts eithigh panic, or a hypnopaedia imprinted

%1 Huxley, Brave New World197.
%2 Huxley, Brave New World23.
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cliché. When Lenina encounters Bernard’'s unorthaggloem and melancholy, the only thing

she can think of is slipping into primitive, artifally implanted axioms:

“Never put off till tomorrow the fun you can hataday,” she said gravely.
“Two hundred repetitions, twice a week, from feern to sixteen and half,” was all his

comment?

Without any personal development, without any gajwvbeen generations, there are still fewer
friction areas that could generate frustration symark a change of the status quo:

“Work, play — at sixty our powers and tastes areatviiney were at seventeeti.” This
demonstrates how successful the manipulation metamd Not only has the state managed to
subdue children completely, but it has also managdatep its power over them throughout
their lives, simply because they undergo no matggatlopment the state would not control; a

crowning achievement for any totalitarian state.

2.3. Biological needs and prenatal manipulation

Even before their “decanting”, the foetuses intiatcheries are subjected to numerous special
treatments that ensure that once decanted, théhappily accept whatever fate the state has
prepared for them. Future space scientists andreaits, for instance, get an increased dose
of oxygen whenever their bottles are upside downusT they will subconsciously link
delirious feelings with being upside down and whierefore voluntarily seek a post where this

will be a part of their work. Similarly, others areade to love heat:

Hot tunnels alternated with cool tunnels. Coolness wedded to discomfort in the
form of hard X-rays. By the time they were decarttelembryos had a horror of cold.
They were predestined to emigrate to the tropacbetminers and acetate silk spinners

and steel workers

% Huxley, Brave new Worldg1.
% Huxley, Brave New World47.
% Huxley, Brave New World12.
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If observed through the above introduced framewdrkuman motivation and behaviour as
outlined by Maslow and Skinner, it becomes appatteattthe most basic set of needs like the
need for oxygen, food, water etc. is already clgvaesed for conditioning even before the
actual birth of the child. When the foetus is exqgbso conditions it will encounter during its
future occupation, it is incentivised by some kofdpleasant experience, like an extra boost
of oxygen, adrenaline etc. On the other hand, dei®rred from certain unsuitable things by
threats like hard X-ray radiation or lower oxygewvdls. By the time the baby is decanted,
these links are indelibly imprinted in its mind,dawhen they are further reinforced by reflex
based conditioning and hypnopaedia, they creatairdireakable bond between pleasant
experiences and state required social occupatidrif@style in general. Consequently and in
accordance with Skinner’s theory of reinforcersg tthild will instinctively search such
conditions that have previously proved to caussdhgleasant experiences, thus becoming
more and more subdued to the state.

This technique is usually used before the “danghtof the child, and more delicate
and accurate methods such as “Neo-Pavlovian Condity” and Hypnopaedia take its place
later on, however, there are rare instances wioantain desirable process in the child’s mind

is further reinforced by the satisfaction of whaaddow calls primary needs, i.e. food:

“Death conditioning begins at eighteen months. iver spends two mornings a week
in a Hospital for the Dying. All the best toys dept there, and they get chocolate

cream on death days. They learn to take dyingraateer of course®

Naturally, distress and fear of death are undelgirany negative emotions whatsoever are in
a society whose stability is solely dependent cerghody’s happiness. The fear of death is
one of the most deeply rooted, inherent fearsithiatprinted in the human psyche. Extra care
must be therefore taken to exterminate and supphesgear. Along with the usual subliminal

white-noise of everyday propaganda, hypnopaedezadhing and education, children are led
to subconsciously link pleasant satisfaction ofimpary need, such as satisfaction of the need
for nourishment with chocolate, with watching peoplie, thus being at piece with the

prospect that they will die as well.

% Huxley, Brave New World142.
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2.4. Sexual saturation

Sex and its treatment occupies a unique space xhells narration, as it serves as one the
most powerful tools of manipulation of them all azwmplete satisfaction of sexual needs is
one of the primary aims of the society Bfave new Worldlt is also one of the most
accurately described are of human existence irbttok. Maslow draws a line between the

purely animalistic desire for sexual satisfactiod avhat he calls love needs:

One thing that must be stressed at this pointasltve is not synonymous with sex.
Sex may be studied as a purely physiological n@edinarily sexual behavior is
multidetermined, that is to say, determined noy dyl sexual but also by other needs,

Chin among which are the love and affection nééds.

This distinguishing of sex and love is vital foetunderstanding of the mechanics of
manipulation inrBrave New Worlgwhile sex is the alpha omega of all existencesadial
modesty or even celibacy are deemed unhealthyadaangerous deviations, love, or
emotional linkage to another human being, is exélgrandesirable. Huxley’s narration is
riddled with relatively explicit depictions of tleexual vibe of the World State. From the
“erotic play” of the children frolicking in frontfdhe hatcheries to the collective “Orgy-
Porgy” Bernard has to join regularly, each memid¢he society is expected and even
required to be sexually over-active. This high @egof sexual activity is not only welcomed,
but actively fostered by the state; sexual-hormadrewving gum is an everyday commaodity
and regular “Orgy-Porgy” swinger parties are heithwn almost religious punctuality. When
Fanny finds out that Lenina has been going out Wihry Foster for three months, she
almost recoils in horror; even temporary monogammonandry is simply bad taste among
alphas.

This is a vivid example of the binary nature of mpaation techniques iBrave New
World and Nineteen-Eighty Fourln Orwell’s reality, sex is a clandestine activiggth the
sole purpose of reproduction, and because its bipeks a suppression of what Maslow calls
a primary need, because, as he puts it, “Man &rpapually wanting animal®, it generates a

lot of frustration which is then skilfully channetl against appropriate targets by the state.

3" Maslow, “A Theory of Human Motivation,” 10.
% Maslow, “A Theory of Human Motivation,” 3.
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Huxley approaches the issue from the other sideentsyring that no sex-induced frustration
ever occurs, the World State follows its policyhappiness saturation and thus preventing

any possible rebellion.

2.5. Family according to Ford and Freud — the gurusf the age

Our Ford—or Our Freud, as, for some inscrutablsaeahe chose to call himself
whenever he spoke of psychological matters—Ourd-hed been the first to reveal the
appalling dangers of family life. The world waslfaf fathers—was therefore full of

misery; full of mothers—therefore of every kindprversion from sadism to chastity;

full of brothers, sisters, uncles, aunts—full ofdnass and suicid®.

This lecture, delivered by the director of the hattes while guiding new students around the
hatchery, encapsulates an important part of thevgphical basis of Huxley'Brave New
World. Set in “632 A.F.”, or in the twenty sixth centutitze ideology of Huxley’s society is a
combination of the thoughts of Sigmund Freud andhriie~ord, as well as some other
thinkers such as I.P. Pavlov, who are all mergéal @ame omnipresent source of wisdom and
pragmatism in the future. Understanding the reasamthis almost religious adoration for an
amalgam of various thinkers of the twentieth centhnen provides a tool for dissecting the
treatment of children iBrave New World

One of Freud's most significant contributions to dem psychology was his
identifying of the nuclear family as the source mimerous latent psychopathological
disorders and deviations that may surface in adatth The core of his findings gathered
during his long psychoanalytical career, when hecemed himself with issues such as the
Oedipus complex, then constitute the backbone efnidndling of children iBrave New
World.*® Naturally, this emergence of personal psycholdgicablems could be fatal to the

state; problems mean frustration, frustration aaer anger is a prerequisite for rebellion.

% Huxley, Brave New World33.
** Huxley was very familiar with Freud’s theories @nelquently uses them to illuminate his argument, fo
instance in his esséBrave New World Revisited”
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To avoid these latent threats, family as the smsalinit of society is totally abolished
and replaced by Ford inspired, conveyor belts leieh where children are artificially
manufactured from eggs and sperm. The words “mbtaed “father” are only obscure
reminiscences of the age when children were coede@nd raised by their parents, and even

a quick reference to this age causes profound eadgsanent among the students:

“And 'parent'?" questioned the D.H.C.
There was an uneasy silence. Several of the baghédl. They had not yet learned to

draw the significant but often very fine distinetibetween smut and pure sciefite.

Since children are bred and not born, a whole lafetheir personalities that is deemed
unstable and generally dangerous is peeled offsiNiing rivalries, no Oedipus complexes,
no subconscious erotic desires, no danger of inbestalso no parental love or guidance.
Very much like in Orwell’'sNineteen Eighty-Fourthe authority and care of the parent is
replaced by the state machinery, and every aspabecchildrens’ psyche, starting by their

set of morals and ending with their sexual prefeesnis artificially determined by the state.

2.6. Safety needs and Pavlov’s findings

Aldous Huxley was not only a writer and essayistalso came from a family with a strong
scientific tradition and he was no novice to fieldk® biology, psychology or eugenics, and
Brave New Worlatertainly reflects this. As Burgess puts it, Hydeoutline of manipulation
techniques is to a large extent rooted in variatisngific breakthroughs of the first three
decades of the twentieth centtfryand nowhere is this real-world scientific dimemsimore
apparent than in Huxley’s description of manipwaatiof children at the beginning of the
book.

“Neo-Pavlovian Conditioning Room&* says the caption on the Infant Nurseries,
where children are “conditioned” to suit the predearacteristics expected from their castes.
The scientific basis for this, as the name of thietie suggests, lies in the experiments of lvan
Petrovich Pavlov focusing on reflex based conditignFour years before the publication of

Brave New WorldPavlov had already ascertained the connectiomdset particular repeated

“ Huxley, Brave New World19.
* Burgess, 88.
43 Aldous Huxley Brave New World]5.
24



stimuli and a recurring response from the subfé&xperimenting with a group of dogs,
Pavlov rang a bell every time he was about to thedh. The dogs responded by excessive
salivating, and after a few repetitions, they resfsmevenwhen they were not actually given
any food. This discovery had a huge impact on Huglevriting and inBrave New World
Pavlovian techniques are used to their full po&nti

Naturally and very much like inNineteen Eighty-Foyr the above outlined
abolishment of the family, which is taken to thesahbte extreme irBrave New World
inevitably leaves a huge void in the psyches ofngpahildren, a void the state is more than
happy to fill. This substitution can be clearly dematrated on the level of what Maslow
describes as “safety needs,” the second most ianuoneeds after the biological ones. Like
the parent who holds his child’s hand in the flasha candle for a split second to forever link
fire with pain in the child’s mind, the state usasilar techniques to put whatever it sees fit
into the child’s head. After being deterred fromithexploration of books and flowers by the
shrieks of sirens and electrical shocks, childrelower castes are scared of what seemed to

be naturally exciting for life:

What man has joined, nature is powerless to putdesu
“They’ll grow up with what the psychologists useddall an “instinctive” hatred for
books and flowers. Reflexes unalterably conditiondtey’ll be safe from books and

botany all their lives*

The reason for this treatment is almost laughabhgmatic; it has not proven beneficial for
the lower castes to read extensively, becausejajelises their conditioning, and from the
economic point of view, it is also not desirable fllem to derive pleasure from flowers and
nature in general: “A love of nature keeps no fde® busy.?® Once again, by

acknowledging these imprinted links during therel in order to satisfy their need for safety
and absence of pain, the citizens of the WorldeStd$o follow whatever set of rules is

deemed appropriate.

“ Burgess, 87-89.
5 Huxley, Brave New World17.
** Huxley, Brave New World18.
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2.7. Love and the denial of humanity

The third layer of needs as described in Maslowapep is called “love needs.” This

encompasses such human desires as the need tanduee loved, to have friends etc. This
layer of needs also occupies a rather specialiposit Maslow’s theory, as he quotes their
jeopardy or violation as the most common sourc&asious psychopathological deviations

the World State is so eager to avoid:

In our society the thwarting of these needs isntiost commonly found core in cases
of maladjustment and more severe psychopatholagy.Hractically all theorists of

psychopathology have stressed thwarting of the lmeds as basic in the picture of
maladjustment. Many clinical studies have theretogen made of this need and we
know more about it perhaps than any of the othe@dsesxcept the physiological

ones?’

It is therefore only logical that unlike sexualisity, which is considered to be healthy and
generally beneficial to the society, any attempmtsfdrm closer and deeper inter-human
relationships are considered unorthodox and therepmtentially dangerous to the state.
When the Director of Hatcheries and Conditioningrilmands Bernard and attempts to
transfer him to a remote station, Bernard’'s unusgédual behaviour is one of the main

charges:

By his heretical views on sport asdma by the scandalous unorthodoxy of his sex
life, by his refusal to obey the teachings of Oord=and behave out of office hours
“like a babe in a bottle” [...] he has proved hithss enemy of Society, a subverter,
ladies and gentlemen, of all Order and Stabilitygamspirator against civilisation

itself.*®

Yet from our point of view, Bernard is guilty of thing more than being shy and trying to

form a more solid emotional bond between him angina a bond not based solely on sexual

4" Maslow, “A Theory of Human Motivation,” 10-11.
“8 Huxley, Brave New World129-130.
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intercourse. This effort makes him a “conspiraigaiast Civilisation itself’, because a failure
in fulfilling this need may result into Bernard’shappiness, which is unacceptable.

It may prove beneficial to introduce another of Mass key arguments at this point,
namely, that the “higher” a particular need stamdsis hierarchy, the more specifically
human it is. In other words, while physiologica&eds are shared by all living things, safety
needs are consciously pursued only by the mord#igeet ones and higher needs such as the
need of being accepted are exclusively human. goraent can be therefore made that a
system that deprives its inhabitants from satigfytimeir higher needs deprives them of their
humanity and reduces them to mere automatons. i$higrtainly the case iBrave New
World, where fulfilment of sexual satisfaction is fost@mwith the same zeal that any attempt
to form a more intense emotional bond is prosecuidds demotes its inhabitants to

dehumanised slaves, who do not even realise thedaoies of their servitude.

2.8 Esteem needs and individuality
The second last set of needs in Maslow’s hierarstoalled “esteem needs”. These include
the desire to be accepted as an individual, theedesbe popular etc. According to Maslow,

these needs fall into two distinct categories:

These are, first, the desire for strength, for eodment, for adequacy, for confidence
in the face of the world, and for independence faeeldom. Secondly, we have what
we may call the desire for reputation or prestigfifing it as respect or esteem from

other people), recognition, attention, importancegpreciatiorf’

Yet it is apparent from the very fabric of thougi World State is based on that the first set
of these needs can never be fully satisfied. Fmree@dmd individuality and above all
independence are empty concepts in a world of “Camty, Identity, Stability.” Individual

is replaced with collective and “everyone belormsvteryone else’® Analogically, very little
satisfaction can be reached in the area of achiemer&ince there are almost no obstacles to

overcome, there are also no things to achievehalbase pleasures come and go without the

9 Maslow, “A Theory of Human Motivation,” 10.
*® Huxley, Brave New World40.
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need for fighting for them. John, as a visitor francompletely different culture, identifies
this shallowness very quickly: “Nothing costs enlotngre.®*

On the other hand, reputation, prestige, recognigi@. are still attributes strived after
and frequently satisfied iBrave New Worldhowever, only within certain pre-set limits.
When the activity pursued serves the communal ggwoedise and respect come with
perfection. Thus Helmholtz Watson is “an Escal@quash champion, indefatigable lover (it
was said that he had six hundred and forty diffeggris in under four yearsy? etc, while
Mustafa Mond’s oratory “is almost up to synthetiarglards® and Lenina Crowne is very
popular, because “everybody says I'm awfully pnetictid* People are respected for what
they do if it does not contradict the unwritten ecaf conduct of everybody behaving as a
“babe in a bottle.” Sex, games and oratory, but mabrthodox thinking, creativity or
individual beauty of character. When Mustapha Mosaads an innovative biological paper,

he prevents its publication on the basis that

“the author’'s mathematical treatment of the conoapdf purpose is novel and highly
ingenious, but heretical and, so far as the presarial order is concerned, dangerous

and potentially subversive™

Once again, this state of affairs may be considémeh the perspective of Maslow’s and
Skinner’ s behavioural theories. If the esteem semudist be satisfied, the only way is
excelling in a state beneficial field. A good etectagnetic golf player or lover will be
praised while innovative thinkers or literates Wik prosecuted, as seen in the example of
Helmholtz Watson. Therefore, people are subconsbiodriven to engage in activities the
state embraces, which may bring them the pleasuteiog recognized and admired. The
system is set so that the inhabitants of the stetenselves submit themselves to it, because

they are driven by their needs.

1 Huxley, Brave New Worlg211.
2 Huxley, Brave New World58.
>3 Huxley, Brave New World195.
** Huxley, Barev New World80.
% Huxley, Brave New World154.
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2.9 Soma — the perfect lubricant

Insofar in this argumentation, a certain patternuging needs satisfaction as the chief
manipulative tool is apparent; first, allocate tieed, then, by means of a positive or negative
reinforcer, connect its satisfaction and conseghappiness with certain act that is beneficial
for the state. However, this formula is not alwaygplicable. Desires for safety, food, sex,
belonging etc. are easily satisfied in the Worldt&t but some higher needs directly clash
with the doctrine of “Community, Identity, Stabylit The above discussed desire for
achievement, as well as some of what Maslow cakdf-actualisation needs”, are indelibly
linked with the concept of individuality, a cursewoin a society based on identity. To
smoothen the minute fissures in the monolith ofdneatisfaction induced happiness, Huxley

introduces the definite opiate of the masses, blisspill, soma

Religion, Karl Marx declared, is the opium of trepple. In the Brave New World this
situation was reversed. Opium, or rather soma,thv@people's religion. Like religion,
the drug had power to console and compensatellédcap visions of another, better

world, it offered hope, strengthened faith and poted charity?®

On many occasions in the books, a character feglsn”, “out of sorts” etc. and soma is
always the perfect answer. When Lenina feels sangethore than sexual desire to John, her
immediate response is to tal®ma She can't form any strong bond to him, she is
preconditioned not to, but she is also precondiibnever to be unhappsomais the obvious
answer.

Whenever someone’s need is not or can’t be fuifjd®maoffers a short “holiday” in
an ideal reality to eliminate any possible souroésfrustration. Huxley, a person with
considerable drug experience, describethaas “the perfect drug®: a forerunner of today’s
antidepressants like Prozac combined with CocdiB® and other substances, it offered an
escape each time the machine of Huxley's societydcoot satisfy all the needs of an
individual. If the World State is a perfect machimelt out of millions of identical cogwheels,
then somais its lubricant, helping all the cogs to live anregular, mechanically perfect

nirvana even when a grain of sand falls in the rmech

% Aldous Huxley, “Brave New World Revisited®uxley.net8" Mar. 2009
< http://www.huxley.net/bnw-revisited/index.Htm
*" Huxley, Brave New World46.
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2.10. Conclusion

“O wonder! How many goodly creatures are there lhdov beauteous mankind is! O brave
new world! That has such people irfflis Miranda’s line that inspired the title of Huyle
book. In Brave New Worldeverybody is happy, and everybody is requireddohappy.
However, their happiness is pre-set by the huge emtum of cyclic existence of the society;
the society is stable, so everyone’ happinessaBlesttoo. Each need is satisfied unless it
directly collides with the doctrine of the Worldast, while each and every individual is
constantly being reminded that it is the curreatesbf society that enables this satisfaction,
and whenever a gap appears in the otherwise canignstream of happiness, there is always
soma.As Huxley wrote in “Brave New World Revisited”: 111984 the lust for power is
satisfied by inflicting pain; in Brave New Worldy linflicting a hardly less humiliating

pleasure.®

*® William Shakespear&he TempesV, |, 2235.
%9 Huxley, “Brave New World Revisited.”
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Chapter 3 - Nineteen Eighty-Four

3.1. Children as the abominations of totality

When Winston unclogs the drainpipe at Parson’s fiatis suddenly attacked by Parson’s
nine year old son: “You are a traitor!” yelled they. “You are a thought criminal! You are an
Eurasian spy! I'll shoot you, I'll vaporize you,lll'send you to the salt mine§¥ The boy
cannot restrain himself and shoots at Winston feostingshot, fuelled by his fury against the
supposed enemy of the state: “There was a sodlofilating ferocity in the boy’s eye, a quite
evident desire to hit or kick Winston and a congsigess of being very nearly big enough to
do so0.®!

This is not a pathologic deviation in the child'syphe, this is just a typical child of
Oceania doing what the state has gradually ingdubim to do. The ancient institution of
family, represented here by Mrs. Parson, is togadiywerless when confronted with the child’s
frenzy, such is the power of the state. Childrernosiseven years of age regularly spy on their
parents in order to glimpse the slightest hint lafuightcrime to report, they attend public
executions of enemies of the state and screamstagcas the convicts wriggle on the rope.
When family and the state clash, there is no daoiut who is the supreme authority. In
Nineteen Eighty-Foyra child is no longer a symbol of hope and innceerbut of terror,
manipulation and above all, continuity of the parfyrobably the most convincing
demonstration of this is Winston’s and Julia’s tiaiion” into the Brotherhood: “If, for
example, it would serve our interests to throw Butic acid in a child’s face — are you
prepared to do that?” “Ye$?

In most cultures, putting a child’s life in jeopgrdr endangering a child in a serious
way is one of the last imaginable taboos one caalyrpaedophiles are usually the most
hated criminals and in general any crime commitipdn a child is considered one of the
lowest and most vicious acts imaginable. Yet in @b& novel, Winston and Julia consider
fatally harming a child to be of the same ordetbkskmail, forgery or drug dealing; the
answer to O’Brian’s question is always yes, withauhoment’s hesitation. Winston and Julia
are equally willing to commit all these crimes irder to undermine the Party and do not

show any signs of possible remorse. Indeed, theiud@e to children is clearly expressed by

% Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Foyr23.
®1 Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Fouyr23.
%2 Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Fouyrl73.
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Julia, when she is told about Winston’s childhotidexpect you were a beastly little swine
in those days,” she said indistinctly. ‘All childreare swine. ®* Winston’s antagonism
towards children is explained frequently throughthg novel, as he repeatedly states that

they are nothing more than a powerful tool of conitn the hands of the state:

The family could not actually be abolished, andieled, people were encouraged to be
fond of their children, in almost the old-fashionedy. The children, on the other
hand, were systematically turned against theirrgarand taught to spy on them and
report their deviations. The family had becomefiea an extension of the Thought

Police®*

Winston hates making love to Katharine, not onlgewse he is not attracted to her, but
mostly because he is afraid of having a child,dvisn contribution to the system he hates.

“Our duty to the Party®® as she used to call it.

3.2. The fear factor and children’s safety needs

Despite the already mentioned fact that the maatpui techniques ddrave New Worldnd
Nineteen Eighty-Fourare very different in their nature, some elemeaotstotalitarian
government are shared both by the World State acehda, especially the bypassing of
family as the primary authority in the educatiord arpbringing of children. Again, seen
through the arguments of Maslow and Skinner, mbgtetotal control the state enjoys over
the children inNineteen Eighty-Foucan be allocated specifically to the various netbes
state appears to be satisfying instead of the fmrén Nineteen Eighty-Foyrthe most
prominent layer from this perspective is what Mastmlls safety need84aslow claims that
for children, the desire to feel safe is even muoeerful than for adults, and outlines the

ideal environment for the child to live in:

[...] we may generalize and say that the averagel ¢hibur society generally prefers

a safe, orderly, predictable, organized world, Whie can count on, and in which

® Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Fouyr164.
* Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Foyrl33.
% Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Fouyr67.
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unexpected, unmanageable or other dangerous tdmgst happen, and in which, in

any case, he has all-powerful parents who protetishield him from harrf’

The implications of this fact for the power struetsi of Oceania are immense. In combination
with the yet underdeveloped system of moral in @gdshmind, it effectively means that a
child will do anything, even acts that are incomabie for a normally thinking adult, in order
to satisfy his subconscious need for safety. Ind@®gis Lord of the Fliesfor instance, little
children follow the animalistic cult of Jack andeetwally kill their former friends
mercilessly, merely because Jack claims he canegrahem from the monster that
supposedly lives on the island. Because of theralesef any adults, no one can educate and
restrain the children so that they develop an deddp system of moral values.

In Oceania, parents still formally bring up themildren, however, they are completely
excluded from the role of protecting them. In thaion of Oceania created by propaganda
and subliminal messaging, major threads such asctheent war enemy, Goldstein’s
Brotherhood or the danger of spies or saboteurdbeagffectively countered by the state, and
by the state only. The authority of the family ismpletely bypassed. This may be
demonstrated on the omnipresent danger of war, hwiicone of the salient repression
technique of Orwell's world, and the ability, oo, be more precise, inability of the family to
react on it.

War and its horrors are constantly and deliberapelydisplay throughout the book.
Oversized posters of Eurasian and later Eastasiaiess, keen to murder and pillage, hang
on every corner. The telescreens stream messagesthb dreads of war, hideous massacres
and the sadistic nature of the enemy. Rocket bofalbbsfrequently on London and Kill
thousands of innocent people. Cinemas screen mdéeeesed on the very same subject,
depicting massacres of the enemy and presentimg #sea glorious victory for the state. All
these means powerfully combine in building an imafehe omnipotent enemy, whose
viciousness and vileness are a major threat tanhlbitants of Oceania. This notion is
encapsulated by Orwell’s description of one oftlemmoth posters hanging on every corner

during the hate week:

% Maslow, “A Theory of Human Motivation,” 8.
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It had no caption and represented simply the moustfigure of an Eurasian soldier,
three or four metres high, striding forward withpeassionless Mongolian face and
enormous boots, a submachine gun pointed from ipisHilom whatever angle you

looked at the poster, the muzzle of the gun, maghiby the foreshortening, seemed

to be pointed straight at y&(.

While frequenting the Spies organization, childedso participate in most of the activities
that empower this image, such as Hate Week. Natuthls brings enormous fear into their
minds and without them actually noticing this, theeat has been indelibly embedded in their
brains, and precisely when the pressure becomesatatile, they are always reminded that
there is a cure; the omnipotent, God-like figureBad Brother, “The rock against which the
hordes of Asia dashed themselves in v&hGoldstein’s book explains the purpose of Big

Brother in clearer terms:

Big Brother is the guise in which the Party choomesexhibit itself to the world. His
function is to act as a focusing point for lovearfeand reverence, emotions that are

more easily felt toward an individual than towardaaganisatior?’

In showing the children that he is able to protkeir lives, Big-Brother acquires a father-like
posture, the posture of the commander, but alsssadand protector. Children iNineteen
Eighty-Four are happy to march, drum, shout, spy on theirmgarand on each other and
participate in the most despicable acts of violemtlein the name of Big Brother, who they
believe can shield them from the dangers that dedhreaten their lives. This father-like cult
of the leader is, in connection to this thesishpps the strongest parallel between the fictive
world of Nineteen Eighty-Fouand the totalitarian regimes of the twentieth agntand will

be discussed in more detail in Chapter Four.

7 Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Foyrl49.
% Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Foyr297.
* Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Foyr208.
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3.3. Public hangings and trials as Skinner’s reinficers

The desire of children to see a demonstration o€lcmeasures taken to deflect the above

mentioned dangers at work may be illustrated bystteme in Parson’s flat:

“Why can’t we go and see the hanging?” roared theib his huge voice
“Want to see the hanging! Want to see the hangimtdnted the little girl, still
capering round. Some Eurasian prisoners, guiltyarf crimes, were to be hanged in

the park that evening [...] Children always clanealio be taken to see .

This lust for violence and death is not unsubssa@dti. A part of it can be attributed to the
natural desire for entertainment and spectacletiaimajor reason children want to see it so
desperately lies somewhere else; it is the subcmmsaeed to see the threat-cure system at
work, to see that the protective system is workihgt the danger of the bloodthirsty Eurasian
soldiers and traitors is repelled with equally daseasures.

A child can’t grasp the specific details of suclstadict concepts as safety and danger,
it cannot count the civilian causalities, but incanderstand cruel repressions and public
demonstrations of the efficiency of the safety appes. Naturally, hanging some prisoners
will not minimize the danger of a bomb falling onpéayground and killing dozens of
children, especially if the bomb is dropped by thevernment, but this gap is easily
eradicated by propaganda, furthermore, a young méndoo naive to come to such
conclusions. In conclusion, the brutal hangingscexions and political trials act as what
Skinner calls positive reinforcers; they show tlinddcthat for its complete obedience, the
state is doing something to protect it, and théddiakes it as an encouragement for its further

submission to the state.

3.4. Rage channelling

Despite the fact that unlike BBrave New Worldthere is some degree of transition between
children and adults ilNineteen Eighty-Fouyrthe techniques used for the control of children
and adults are still very similar in Oceania. Usitige largely imaginary enemies as

scapegoats, the state first ensures that its itdrabisee it as the only protection against these

0 Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Fouyr23.
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dangers, then skilfully transforms the fear andietyxnto rage and hate, which is then turned
against any target the state sees fit. Seen frorsldW&gs and Skinner’'s perspective, this
technique works on many levels; safety needs, gickd needs and so on. Goldstein’s book

summarises this in its definition of the ideal Ramtember:

A Party member is expected to have no private emstiand no respites from
enthusiasm. He is supposed to live in a contintimmngy of hatred of foreign enemies
and internal traitors, triumph over victories, aelf-abasement before the power and
wisdom of the Party. The discontents produced lsy bare, unsatisfying life are
deliberately turned outwards and dissipated by slaslces as the Two Minutes Hate,
and the speculations which might possibly induseeptical or rebellious attitude are

killed in advance by his early acquired inner gifioi.*

The effect of this process is obvious from Winssodepiction of the everyday procedure
known as Two Minutes of Hate. The aversive feelingduced by the shown footage of
Goldstein and Eurasian armies are so strong theat @&inston, who despises Big Brother and
the establishment he represents, is sometimes averavith hate and rage. Others are

entirely grasped in this vortex of rapidly changfeglings:

[...]In the second minute the hate rose to a frefzy The dark haired girl behind
Winston had begun crying out “Swine! Swine! Swing!”] A hideous ecstasy of fear
and vindictiveness, a desire to kill, to torture].[.The hostile figure melted into the
face of Big Brother [...]. With a tremulous murnthat sounded like “My Savior” she

extended her arms towards the scréen.

People experience almost orgasmic feelings duhisgttansition between fear and relief, rage
and content; the metaphor of orgasm is actuallyi@ip stated later during the Hate Week
“when the great orgasm was quivering to its climfdxThe method of crushing them with
unimaginable fear and rage and then rapidly pragida cure works well. This is a clear

demonstration of the immense efficiency and ruthlasnctuality of childrens’ manipulation

"t Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Foyr211-212.
2 Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Fouyrl4-16.
3 Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Fouyrl80.
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in the novel. Similar tdBrave New Worldthe habits embedded in their minds, such as
completely relying on the state for their needsfattion instead of turning to their parents,
survive their childhood and puberty and is furtibemented in adulthood, rendering the
citizens of Oceania just as fanatical and devogetheir children. The only difference is that
whereas children show their happiness by screaamigapplauding loudly when confronted
with cruelties such as hanging of the prisonersiytacexperience something very close to
sexual satisfaction, a “thrill of victory, the satisn of trampling on an enemy who is

helpless,” which partially substitutes regular sehaatisfaction they are deprived of.

3.5. Esteem needs and youth organisations

Another example of gaining absolute control througtificial” need satisfaction may be
seen while considering what Maslow calls esteendsieEhese do not only include the desire
to be respected by others, but also the desireeltinf into a certain group or community.
Once again, the typical environment for a childitan would be its schoolmates, the groups
of other children interested in similar hobbiesorsg, music etc, and of course its family. Yet
in Oceania, all these roles are taken over by glesibody, the state controlled Spies. Orwell
does not explicitly mention schooling in Oceaniat ib is reasonable to expect that the Spies,
and later the Junior Anti-Sex League, have comiyleeplaced the normal schooling system
and act both as the sole educative and leisurensa@éon for anyone between seven and
eighteen. The real world predecessors of thesehyarnganisations and their various functions
in the system of manipulation will be further dissad in Chapter Four, however, it is
apparent that the family as the original environtrfena child to satisfy his esteem needs in
was destroyed and replaced by another body ansleevaly to the State, which, being the
only “satisfier” of what Maslow calls esteem needsynanimously loved and adored by the

children:

What was worst of all was that by means of suclamiggations as the Spies they were
systematically turned into ungovernable little sgas and yet this produced in them
no tendency whatever to rebel against the Partyth®montrary, they adored the Party

and everything connected with it. The songs, tloegssions, the banners, the hiking,
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the drilling with dummy rifles, the yelling of slags, the worship of Big Brother — it

was all a sort of glorious game to théh.

Winston is aghast that the youth have not trieduerthrow the status quo, but why should
they? Who would rebel against the sole institutidrere one could be entertained, respected
and adored by his or her fellow compatriots, thgaarsation that took them away from their
useless parents into a world they unanimously eajdeing in?

There is one other significant aspect that needb& tmentioned in connection with the
esteem and acceptance needdlineteen Eighty-Fourln 1985 Anthony Burgess explains
that putting aside moral and ethical questions, wWwld of Nineteen Eighty-Fouris
immensely attractive to children and teenagersplsitnecause of its anarchic nature. A world
where there are no written laws, except for theulmis party doctrine, a world in which old
automatically means bad or invalid, a world whezeniagers are actively encouraged to
disobey their parents; all these factors cause i@e¢a be naturally attractive to youngstéts.

By giving children and teenagers a feeling of caadarie, belonging and purpose, the
state represented by the Spies organisation enguaiedhildren would willingly and happily
join its ranks. Furthermore, by giving the childittie feeling that they were really the salt of
the regime, that they were at the frontier of idgatal battle, that they were building a new
world detached from the world of their parents, thate capitalised on the natural
phenomenon that can be described as the genegdmand thus commanded almost total

servitude and devotion.

3.6. Harvesting sexual frustration

Despite all the above mentionéadks between the state and the children or yotltbre are
some needs not even the Party could pretend tsfysafihysiological needs, which are the
most basic and fundamental, have not been mentisoddr and, according to Maslow, it is
more beneficial for needs analysis to treat sea asparate physiological need, rather than
just a subsection of love needs. Party’s attitudselx is outlined very clearly by O’Brien in

the last section of the book:

™ Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Fouyr24.
> Anthony Burgess] 985 trans. Milan Mikulasek, (Praha: M 2007) 76-77.
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We have cut the links between child and parentsyden man and man, and between
man and woman. [...] Children will be taken froneithmothers at birth, as one takes
eggs from a hen. The sex instinct will be eradtatrocreation will be an annual

formality like the renewal of a ration card. We labolish the orgasrff

This aversion of the party towards sex is undedsthle; sexual lust and excitement is a raw,
animalistic, brutal instinct, one that cannot biyfaontrolled by the Party. “When you make
love you are using up energy; and afterwards yel ieppy and don’t give a damn about
anything. They can’t bear you to feel like that,gxplains Julia. In order to eradicate any
possible pleasures that may stem out of the seagtalthe state executes a high degree of
regulation in the field of male — female relatioipsh Every marriage has to be approved by a

special committee:

[...] though the principle was never clearly statgmbrmission was always refused if
the couple concerned gave the impression of beuygipally attracted to one another.
The only recognized purpose of marriage was to tbelg&lren for the service of the

Party’®

In Oceania, sex, and especially unapproved sex @niarty members, is a clandestine
activity, and though no law of such effect exigisnishable by death: “The unforgivable
crime was promiscuity between party membéPsRendering sex unpleasant and preventing
adolescents from having any intimate experienceatsaever has two great advantages for
the Party. Firstly, it eliminates the danger of pledeeling happy and relaxed and not caring
about the Party much. Secondly, it generates a pagkof complexes, frustration and anger
that can be skilfully transformed into mercilesstréa and rage and then channelled
whichever way the Party sees apt. In other wortlstha purple ribbon-wearing youths
declaring jihad on Goldstein are not attacking ttive source of their irritation, they are just

sexually frustrated. As Julia sees it, “All thisnei@ing up and down and cheering and waving

® Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Foyr267.
" Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Foyrl33.
’® Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Foyr65.
" Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Fouyr65.
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flags is simply sex gone souf”’Or to be even more precise, not gone sourmadesour by
being turned from a pleasure into an occasional.dut

As Winston correctly predicts, the chances of timaive, individual revolt are zero,
they will be caught, tried, tortured and brokers Srely as 99 precedes 168 However, if
the ultimate objective of the state is total andaddlte control of its citizens’ lives and, more
importantly, minds, then sexual intercourse is ohihe very few areas where this control can
be evaded. When O’Brian interrogates Winston, hpr@es him by implying that the Party
was not really “interested in those stupid crimiest tyou [Winston] have committed. The
Party is not interested in the overt act: the ttousall we care abouf? The reason Winston
has to be tortured is that he was “a flaw in thigepa” and “a stain that must be wiped otit.”
Logically, personal corruption, having sex not floe Party approved purpose of “breeding”,
but for the pure, egocentric pleasure it bringsa igross violation of the Party doctrine and
therefore a blow against the Party itself. “Youtnely a rebel from the waist downward¥,”
says Winston to Julia and they both see it as alerdul joke. What they do not realize in this

great ironic moment is that this kind of rebellisrthe most effective they can ever engage in.

3.7. Conclusion

It has already been mentioned above that despatdaitt that the manipulative techniques

employed inBrave New Worldand Nineteen-Eighty Fouhave similar outcomes, that is a

total submission of the children to the state, lthsic techniques employed to achieve this
state are completely different. Brave New Worldthe primary principle is need satisfaction

in order to prevent a rebellion, and only when ikisiot possible, soma is used to eradicate
any possible sources of frustration.

In Nineteen-Eighty Foyron the other hand, the principal technique isegaimg
frustration by deliberatelyot fulfilling these needs and then ascribing thidufa to an
artificial cause, thus forcing the people into Hiomg” against what they think makes them
unhappy. It would appear that the state also ukestdchnique of need satisfaction as
described in chapter two, however, when employeis, used rather differently froBrave

New World instead of eradicating the obstacles that prepenple from being happy, these

8 Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Foyrl33.
® Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Foyr140.
% Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Foyr253.
® Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Foyr255.
8 Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Fouyrl56.
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obstacles, such as the imminent threat of war,aatiécially created and then seemingly
overcame by Big Brother and the Party in geneffalstrendering them the omnipotent
benefactors of the masses. Throughout the boaok,ctinicept of artificial fear generating is
outlined many times, for instance by Julia, whauasgthat there is no war and the bombs that
fall on London are fired by the Party “just to keggople frightened® In the end, all these
techniques’ joint result is that children Mineteen Eighty-Fouare totally brainwashed and
subdued; either because they see the state asobebenefactor that can grant them
satisfaction (esteem needs), or because theirfragenot being satisfied is ascribed to the
state’s enemies (sexual needs). Safety needs, whiehto the immense, omnipresent fear
embedded in Orwell's narration are the most impartmes in this system of manipulation,

are used both ways.

® Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Foyrl53.
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Chapter Four — Contrasting the novels with reality

4.1. The utopian link to actual systems of governm

Chapter One has already established that the prifuaction of all utopian literature, without
distinction between kaktopias, eutopias, anti-wepetc., is to provide a link between the
society described in the text and the actual gettinvhich the text was written or published,
thus forcing the reader to reflect on these difiees. Whereas Chapters Two and Three have
analysed the respective societieBadve New WorldindNineteen Eighty-Fouyrin particular
the various ways and techniques of the manipuladioohildrens’ minds, this chapter will
focus on how these grim prophecies, designs andimgs actually compare to political and
economic systems operating in actual states ofwtkatieth century. Special attention will be
given to the advertising industry in America in Hes case, and various youth
organisations and personality cults in the ThirdcReand the Soviet Union in relation to

Orwell.

4.2. Huxley’s hindsight and manipulation of children
Unlike Orwell, who died just one year after the jeddion of Nineteen Eighty-FoyrAldous
Huxley had had the benefit of outliving the publioa of Brave New Worldoy more than
thirty years. He had the opportunity to personaliyness the realisation of some of the
scenarios he outlined in his novel, and even moportantly, to comment on this process. In
1958, twenty six years after the publicationBrave New World Huxley wrote an essay
entitled “Brave New World Revisited”, where he cemplates the course of history and
civilisation development in relation to some of thightening prospects he outlined in his
novel. It is the purpose of the following threetsats to reflect on this development, as well
as to draw a comparison between the years followlngley’'s death and his predictions,
especially in relation to the topic of this thesis, the manipulation of children by the state.
In Huxley’'s world, for instance, children from cairt castes are conditioned not to
like nature, simply because quiet admiration ofuretwonders does not contribute to the
economy of the state, or in Huxley's words, “A logk nature keeps no factories bus$.”
These children are forced, by quite brutal methadsh as electroshocks, to become obedient

consumers, and yet this practice is widely admaed embraced by the society, as it takes

8 Huxley, Brave New World18.
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place in the name of communal good. Another exaroplgteering the children towards an
economic equilibrium is the constant repetitionpbfases such as “We always throw away
old clothes. Ending is better than mending, endingetter than mending, ending is better
...”87 which help shaping their future consumer prefegsn

The roots of this criticism of what today is call&dbnsumerism” lie in Huxley's
journeys across post-war America in the twentidsgre he became disgusted by the lavish,
unnecessarily opulent lifestyles of the nouvealnai@and their efforts to acquire more
possessions just for possessions “per se”. Sirtoldne celebrated nov@lhe Great Gatshy
Huxley's accounts ridicule the apparent shallownekghis lifestyle, and much of this
criticism is later reflected iBrave New World

In “Brave New World Revisited”, Huxley analyses thessibilities of manipulating
children in order to enhance the economic perfomeaof certain subjects, especially in
relation to the technological boom that took platgost-war America. Whereas Brave
New WorldHuxley shows us the possible uses of hypnopaed&leatrocution to this end,
both these examples being still more or less frloenrealm of science fiction and not widely
used in the Western world, “Brave New World Reeditgives us specific examples from
America of Huxley’'s time, thus providing a valualsissessment of the feasibility of some of

the techniques he described in his novel.

4.3. Technology and marketing to children in Ameria
One of the main points Huxley develops in connectmeconomic manipulation of children
in Brave New World Revisites a full realisation of the technological arserdl the

manipulator’s disposal and the scope of its devalam between the thirties and late fifties:

As well as the radio, the loudspeaker, the moviistupe camera and the rotary press,
the contemporary propagandist can make use ofisedevto broadcast the image as
well as the voice of his client, and can recordhbimhage and voice on spools of

magnetic tap&®

8 Huxley, Brave New World42.
8 Aldous Huxley,Brave New World Revisitedt Huxley.net, 24 May 2010,
< http://www.huxley.net/bnw-revisited/index.Htm
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He then explains how exactly these technologiesumed in contemporary America to
manipulate children in search for profit; by reahthe child before he can reasonably grasp
the symbolism and hidden meanings in advertisirtjiatherefore not capable of treating this
stream of data with the distance and detachmerddqiires, thus fixating it in a state of
permanent desire that will gradually integratelitsgo its mind. As Huxley correctly asserts

in his analysis of modern marketing, this givesrtieketer unprecedented possibilities:

"Think," writes Mr. Clyde Miller ecstatically, "thk of what it can mean to your firm
in profits if you can condition a million or ten iwn children, who will grow up into
adults trained to buy your product, as soldierstegimed in advance when they hear

the trigger words, Forward Marcf

This observation, rooted in Huxley’s daring consept manipulation irBrave New World
where there is also very little transition betwelea desires of children and adults thanks to
ruthless conditioning, is probably one of the masturate predictions Huxley made in his
novel. In contemporary advertising, this technigoke streaming hours and hours of
advertising aimed at children who cannot reasonglagp it is used widely and, if designed
carefully, brings excellent results. To name bue @xample: the 2003 documentariie
Corporation which focuses on some of the more disturbing @spef global economy,

comments on children-aimed advertising in Amergsdadiows:

Comparing the marketing of yesterday to the manietf today is like comparing a
BB gun to a smartbomb. [...] It's much more sopbaed, and it's much more
pervasive. It's not that the products themselves kmd or good. It's the notion of
manipulating the children into buying the produgts] Children are not little adults.
Their minds aren’t developed. And what’s happensidpat marketers are playing into
their developmental vulnerabilities. [...] They &oenorrow’s adult consumers, so start

talking with them now

8 Aldous Huxley Brave New World Revisited.
0 The Corporationdir. Mark Achbar, Jennifer Abbott. Zeitgeist F§m2003. 1hour 4min.
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In other words, what Huxley outlined as possibléhia thirties and analysed as feasible in the
late fifties is now a mainstream and widely usedywsd manipulating children into

consuming.

4.4 Come and play; the fun element at work

Huxley also points out to the entertaining dimensid the adverts themselves, which invite
the children to play with the image of the advediproduct and the values it represents, thus
fixating them in the child’s memory. A good exampliethis would be Huxley' analysis of
the playful slogans that invite the children totm#pate, and have to some degree replaced

the more traditional means of entertainment:

In my childhood we were taught to sing nursery regnand, in pious households,
hymns. Today the little ones warble the Singing @urcials. Which is better —
“Rheingold is my beer, the dry beer,” or “Hey diedliddle, the cat and the fiddle™?
“Abide with me” or “You'll wonder where the yellowent, when you brush your

teeth with Pepsodent*™®

We may find examples of this conditioning by erdeminent in Huxley’'s Death days, where
children are invited to play in hospitals where plecare dying in order to subconsciously
link death with pleasure and fun, thus eliminatamy possible fears or irritations that could
be potentially dangerous to the state. Rather fbiaieological purposes, Huxley recognises
this technique to be a highly efficient tool to ketr goods in the real world. Once again,
what may have been seen as innovative or grourkibgeat the time Huxley wrote his essay
is now a mainstream advertising and marketing tecien A good point in case is
McDonald’s marketing; thanks to its children’s rangentred around the happy meal as an
embodiment of fuff, McDonald’s has managed to capture a huge makked result, its logo

is one of the most recognised among American amldand surveys among nursery and
primary school children have found that while somere unable to identify the faces of

George Washington or Jesus, all children recogniRedhald, the official mascot of

L Huxley, “Brave New World Revisited”.
%2 |Interestingly, Huxley was once quite ahead oftinie. While he examined the benefits of entertaimniie
connection to marketing to children in 195& Heappy Meal was introduced in 1978.
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McDonald’s, at once. He was the one who “helpedpfeeat the cash register” and “did a lot

of funny stuff on TV.*3

4.5 The Legacy of Brave New World

Despite the fact that Huxley was extremely metigalovhen describing the various
technological aspects of his imaginary society sashransport, overly sophisticated games
etc., observed from today’s vantage point, the mastvant and actual issues dealt with in the
novel are those related to subtle and subliminalipudation of the mind. In connection to the
topic of this thesis, it is apparent that somehef toncepts he outlined in his novel and later
developed in his essays are nowadays an indeldnte @@ modern marketing. Or in other
words, the link between Huxley's work and today'estern society is still very strong and

relevant, thus confirminBrave New Worlés a masterly anti-utopian novel.

4.6 Nineteen Eighty-Four and totalitarian regimes of the twentieth century
Whereas Huxley's work seems to resonate partigulaith what is usually called western
civilization and America especially, most of theraents of Orwell’s novel are very relevant
when analyzing non-democratic states both pastcamdnt. The Third Reich, the Soviet
Union, Franco’s Spain, Mussolini’s Italy, North Kar, Cuba, Libya and many more can be
linked to Nineteen Eighty-Foum many ways. It is not the task of the followingcgons to
precisely allocate where Orwell drew inspiratiorr fwhat, as that would be next to
impossible, but rather to point out to the recureerof his description of manipulation
techniques in two of the above mentioned totaitaregimes, the Third Reich and the Soviet

Union.

4.7Hitler Youth (Hitlerjugend) and esteem needs iNineteen Eighty Four

One of the reasons children and young people irergérare so slavishly devoted to Big
Brother is that the doctrine of Ingsoc seeminglyegithem a purpose, seems to make use of
their virtues, and, most importantly, treats thesnttee pivotal class of society (viz. Section
3.5). Fuelled by this skillfully imprinted beligby a dogma saying that they are the salt of the

new society, the new pioneers that have to dise&sothemselves from old values

% Supersize Mddlir., prod. Morgan Spurlock, 2004, 45 min.
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represented by their parents, they completely d@igyBrother as it is the only way they can
satisfy what Maslow calls esteem needs. If we comfas technique to the treatment of the
young generation in the Soviet Union and especidily Third Reich, a strong analogy

emerges. This is an excerpt from one of Hitlersesphes of 1933:

| begin with the young. We older ones are usedWp.are rotten to the marrow. We
are cowardly and sentimental. We are bearing thddouof a humiliating past, and
have in our blood the dull recollection of serfdamd servility. But my magnificent
youngsters! Look at these young men and boys! Winaterial! With them, | can

make a new world?

As explained in Chapter One, the submission ofdeéil is an essential prerequisite for any
totalitarian state. Hitler was highly aware of tifiégt and skillfully manipulated the young
masses, which then played a significant role inallieg Hitler as the supreme chief of the
country and later represented a vital element ®f@r machine. At the beginning of the war,
Hitler had more than seven million completely oleadliyouths at his disposal, most of them
willing to sacrifice their lives for Hitler's causghich many of them eventually did. Similar
to Nineteen Eighty Fourthe principal prerequisite for this was what nisg called the
generation gap, i.e. a shift of values, attitudesl @riorities that occurs between two
generations.

However, whereas in Orwell's novel the generati@p gs to a large degree an
artificially created and promoted phenomenon ineor further the alienation of children
and parents, the youths of the Third Reich werkyragpart of a completely different era.
Frustrated by the crises of 1923 and later 192@&ilmted by the stain of military loss in
World War One and the post-Versailles organisatibEurope, German youths were ready
for a new challenge. John Altmann’s commentaryhos issue in his 1948 article “Movies’

Role in Hitler's Conquest of German Youth” is aidass:

Germany'’s youth after World War | was aimless, pgeromantic, skeptical, cynical.
It was waiting for something or somebody amidst &meptiness of its life in an

impoverished state with no political or economitufe, a state with the aggressive

% Adolf Hitler, Nuremberg, 1933.
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pressure of the defeated but artificially regerestdorces of yesterday at the right and
a strong pressure from the mighty working class,libst organized in Europe, at the
left. The German youth as a political factor wal behind amidst all this; it was

forgotten and alon&.

Hitler immediately seized the opportunity, and jast Big Brother united his children and
youths in the Spies and Junior Anti-Sex League gaxtk them purpose, confidence and the
feeling that they were all fighting for the samealdHitler grasped this opportunity the
“identity” crisis of German youth gave him and usksl immense potential to his full
advantage.

Orwell masterfully reflected Hitler's technique tms novel and crafted an esteem-need
manipulation system that would frighten the reaaled resonate strongly with the totalitarian

regimes yet to come.

4.8. Big Brother, Stalin and the cult of personaly

In Animal Farm an allegorical novella directly criticising andarpdying the Stalinist
mutation of communism, Orwell follows the fatesaofjroup of animals that had overthrown
the “human hegemony” and decided to govern theraselfhe originally sensible ideas
based on equality in rights quickly deteriorateointet another tyranny, this time with
Napoleon the pig in charge. In one particularly@seqd moment, Napoleon summons a pack
of young dogs he has taken from their mother atrg early age and uses them to banish his
main political rival. From that moment onwards,stlgack of dogs serves as a repressive
apparatus and as Napoleon distances himself frencdimmunity and becomes more of a
symbol than an actual leader, the dogs and thegbégsbecome his “priests”, or perhaps “the
priests of power”, as O’Brien sees the Inner Parfyineteen Eighty-Four.

This episode is simply a direct criticism of thdtoof personality Stalin managed to
construct for himself, especially in relation te tyounger generation. Orwell later developed
this theme inNineteen Eighty-Foumand created an immortal phenomenon, Big Brother,
whose name even now evokes feelings of dominarycanrty and blind obedience. Big

Brother is omnipresent; his demonic eyes stare amsqrs by from monstrous posters,

% John Altmann, “Movies' Role in Hitler's ConquesGerman Youth”Hollywood Quarterly,
3.4, 1948. p.380.
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telescreens, newspapers. Big Brother is omnipotnto evidence of him ever making a
mistake exists. Finally, as Winston learns at theistry of Love, Big Brother is eternal, a
symbol that will never die: “Will Big Brother evelie?” “Of course not. How could he die?

Next question.*®

As noted above, the exact source of inspirationtlice iconic figure of English literature is
dubious; Big Brother bears obvious similaritiesJwseph Stalin, however, there are critics
such as Anthony Burgess who believe that Orwell siaply projecting his experiences from
post-war England into Oceania. Nonetheless, itnguestionable that Orwell’'s projection
gradually materialised in the Soviet Union and iStalGod-like image remained embedded
in everybody’s mind for seven years after his deatthi953, until it was finally shaken by
Khruschev’s speech “On the Personality Cult an€dasequences”.

The exact character of Stalin’s cult is still atrmaof scholarly debate, however, it is
clear that it was possibly the closest realisabbi®©rwell’'s nightmarish vision; a detached,
symbolic, semi mythical leader that representedultimate authority. Testimonies of those,
who had the opportunity of meeting the great ledilmself notably resemble the emotions of
Party members when they see Big Brother on theesalaring the Hate week: they shouted,
cheered and were mad with ecstasy.

What Orwell created iNineteen Eighty-Fouiis not only a chilling image of a
totalitarian dictator that controls the lives of lgeople, it is an image of a society where the
dictatoris the lives of the people. In a society where rehgamd family were abolished, Big
Brother is the father, brother and ultimately G8dnilarly as Huxley’s visions are coming
alive in the world of acceptable mind control sua$ advertising, marketing and P.R.,
Orwell’'s unspace strongly resonates with the rigotal governments in the twentieth

century.

% Orwell, Nineteen Eighty-Four260.
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4.9. Conclusion

It was the purpose of this thesis to discuss aralyae the means by which children are
manipulated irBrave New WorléindNineteen Eighty-Fouand to determine the significance
of this manipulation in relation to the primary @ion of utopian literature, that is forcing the
reader into reflection upon the differences betwienworld he lives in and the utopia he is
reading about. The first logical step was to dertrates the absolute necessity of manipulating
younger children and depriving them of free chdimethe survival of a total state. These
methods of this manipulation, their exact purpcasss realisations as depicted in the primary
texts were then dissected using the work of twarment psychologists as the theoretical
framework. Finally, the relation between selectadecstudies from the twentieth century and
the finding of the preceding analysis was then ym®al. It is obvious from the above
presented evidence that while b&have New Worldand Nineteen Eighty-Foudepict the
absolute extremes when regarding the from above@segh manipulation of children within
the respective societies of the text, both theskksvbear remarkable relevance to the course
of twentieth century history and represent a yarklgb which actual societies can be related,

thus fulfilling their utopian function.
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