
Grazing management is very popular nowadays and number of sites with
grazing animals with the aim of restoring the sites is steadily growing. All the
effects of grazing on grazed grasslands are not elucidated yet. This thesis
focused mainly on the contribution of zoochory to restoration of species rich
grasslands on stands cleared from Robinia pseudoacacia and stands cleared
from Prunus spinosa brushwood.
For the purpose of monitoring changes in vegetation, permanent plots have
been established. In order to identify sources of new species occurring in
permanent plots, inventory of species growing in neighbourhood of the
permanent plots has been done, samples of soil seed bank, sheep buttons and
seeds from sheep wool have been germinated in a greenhouse.
Monitoring of permanent plots showed reduced regrowth of R. pseudoacacia
and P. spinosa. We have also found that greater changes in species
composition occurred in more degraded stands than in stands better-preserved.
Germinating experiments proved soil seed bank being mainly the image of
aboveground vegetation with minor importance to restoration of species rich
grasslands. On the other hand sheep seem to be of great use for dispersal of
seeds both by epizoochory and endozoochory when walking between different
stands. This finding is of great importance for further management. I
recommend that grazing should start on the least-degraded stands or on the
remnants of species rich grasslands and
should move to the most degraded grasslands during the course of grazing
season. By this measure we would ensure the influx of seeds needed in
degraded grasslands for restoration and prevent dispersal of unwanted species
on remnants of species rich grasslands.


