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1) Theoretical background: The student offers two alternatives for the theoretical background of
the thesis; (neo)realism and constructivism. She deliberates which assumptions fit better for the
foreign policy of the European Union and constructs four hypotheses. These are unfortunately not
discussed in any detail in the thesis and rely mostly on an intuitive grasp of the empirical findings.
As an implication, the conclusions of the thesis do not stand on clear embedded theoretical
foundations but depend on empirical observation only.

2) Contribution: The topic of the thesis embodies an interesting and relevant niche of the foreign
relations of the European Union, so far only scarcely covered by recent literature. The thesis aims to
fill in the gap, but remains largely on the surface due to rather shallow analysis and partly
inconsistent argumentation, lacking deeper theoretical foundations. On the other hand, the empirical
part of the thesis brings interesting findings that embody original contribution, albeit only partial.
The thesis concludes with a policy recommendation section that aims to summarize the deficiencies
of the Eastern Partnership policies and pinpoints the sensitive aspects of the EU relationship
towards the Eastern European Post-Soviet countries, particularly in relation towards Russia.

3) Methods: The thesis builds on empirical analysis in form of two case studies of countries of
Eastern Partnership with quite diverse positions within the Eastern European Post-Soviet countries;
namely Ukraine and Azerbaijan. These case studies are framed within a broader context of both
internal and external factors influencing European Union’s foreign policy. Even the thesis claims to
use statistical analysis to underpin the arguments, it makes use of descriptive statistics only, without
an aim to construct a model of relations under consideration.

4) Literature: The thesis provides very good review of literature related to the topic, particularly of
the empirical studies.

S) Manuscript form: The manuscript was submitted in a good form, without any major issues.
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