
Abstract

The master's thesis The United Kingdom and the European Integration: Influence of 

foreign trade and monetary politics on the British attitude towards Europe between the years 

1941 and 1973 explores the relationship of the United Kingdom towards European integration 

in a period from the end of the Second World War to the point of becoming a member of the 

European Economic Community in 1973. The relationship of the United Kingdom with 

Europe is studied by analysing international monetary and trade politics of the United 

Kingdom, its economic standing in the world and comparative strength of Pound Sterling. All 

of these variables played a key role in the development of aforementioned relationship. The 

aim of the thesis is to ascertain the role played by international monetary and trade politics of 

the United Kingdom in relation to European integration. The research itself is divided into 

three chapters and overall defined and underpinned by conjoining two theories of hegemonic 

stability and aspects of realist school of political economy. First chapter examines the 

emergence and development of Bretton Woods system and American economic hegemony. 

Following chapter explores the relationship between the United Kingdom and the Sterling 

Area. Final chapter deals with British economic relationship towards European economic 

integration. Altogether, the thesis concludes that the development of the United Kingdom’s 

relationship to European integration was at first significantly influenced by the hegemony of 

the United States, secondly by faltering economic ties with the Sterling Area and lastly by 

growing importance of Western Europe for the United Kingdom.


