
In my MA thesis I focus on problems regarding domestic child abuse and neglect.
This thesis is divided into ten chapters and consists of a theoretical and practical part.
The first chapter describes the relations between family and child. It discusses the
essential functions and the irrepleaceable role a family plays in the life of every child.
The second chapter discusses the position of children in society from a historical point
of view.
The third chapter is the most extensive. It focuses on the CAN syndrome, its
definition, history and forms.
In the fourth chapter I describe the possible consequences of sexual abuse for
children.
The fifth chapter touches upon the subject of trans-generationsl transfer of violence.
The sixth chapter briefly deals with unwanted children and the risks which they might
face.
The seventh chapter deals with the prevention of the CAN syndrome. This chapter also
touches upon the crucial role a doctor can play in discovering the occurence of child abuse.
The eighth chapter describes the prenatal period and gives examples of prenatal abuse
and neglect.
The ninth chapter consists of a list of available helplines and crisis centres.
In the practical part I evaluate the questionnaires which surveyed the behaviour of
respondents during their gravidity. The results of this survey also form the data against which
my hopotheses concerning prenatal harm were checked.


