
Tr ad i t io n a l ly, th e c e r eb e l lum ha s b e en co n s id e r ed th e s t r u c tu r e in
th e h uman b r a in r e sp o n s ib l e f o r mo to r fu n c t io n : p o s tu r e , g a i t ,
mo v emen t co o r d in a t io n . Howev e r, r e c en t f in d in g s s h ow th a t i t s f u n c t ion
i s wid e r – i t i s a l s o in v olv ed in co gn i t ion an d emo t io n . Th e c e r eb e l l a r
co g n i t iv e a ff e c t iv e s yn d r ome i s a c l in i c a l u n i t d e s ign ed to d e s c r ib e
d e f i c i en c i e s in p a t i en t s wi th c e r eb e l l a r d amag e . Th e a im o f th e s tu d y i s
to con f i rm th e v i a b i l i ty o f th i s co n c ep t .
Th e th eo r i t i c a l s e c t ion summa r i z e s cu r r en t n eu r op sy ch o lo g i c a l
k n owl ed g e a b ou t th e c e r eb e l lum an d fu n c t io n a l d e f i c i en c i e s r e l a t ed to
i t s damag e . Th e r e a r e th eo r e t i c a l ex p l an a t ion s o f me ch an i sms o f
d amag e , a s we l l a s a r ev i ew o f emp i r i c a l d a t a .
Th e emp i r i c a l s e c t io n i s a s tu d y o f 1 3 su b j e c t s wi th dama g e
l imi t ed to th e c e r eb e l lum an d a con t r o l s amp l e o f 1 3 he a l th y,
d emog r a p h i c a l ly ma t ch ed con t r o l su b j e c t s . Me th o d s in c lu d ed an
in t e r v i ew, n eu r o lo g i c a l a s s e s smen t o f a t ax i a , an ex t en s iv e
n eu r o p s y ch o lo g i c a l a s s e s smen t o f co g n i t iv e , ex e cu t iv e an d a ff e c t iv e
f u n c t ion , an d SPECT.
Re su l t s con f i rmed d e ff i c i en c i e s in co gn i t iv e an d ex e cu t iv e
f u n c t ion in p a t i en t s wi th c e r eb e l l a r l e s ion s . Aff e c t iv e ch an g e s , a l th ou g h
c l e a r ly p r e s en t in th e c l in i c a l p i c tu r e o f th e r e s e a r ch s amp l e , we r e n o t
co n f i rmed b y q u e s t io n n a i r e me th o d s .


