Abstract

This thesis deals with the German political party ,,Die Linke* (The Left). Die Linke was
founded in 2007 by merging two different parties, namely Linkspartei.PDS, which was
preceded by the ruling party of the GDR, and WASG, composed of West German activists
and former party members of the Social Democratic Party. The opening parts contain
definitions of basic terminology and a brief history of parties preceding Die Linke. The
following sections deal with how the dual history of the party reflects in its organisation, its
program and electorate. The party programs are also used to analyze its key program points
and their evolution over time. The party’s ideology is also examined. This thesis also deals
with the current position of Die Linke within the German party system, in terms of both the
voters and election results, and relations with other relevant parties.



