
Abstract 

The purpose of the bachelor thesis is to explore how Czech speakers of English are 
able to predict and apply stress shift in their speech. The theoretical part gives a brief 
description of the English stress system and focuses primarily on a detailed 
exploration of the stress shift phenomenon and its function in relation to the rhythmic 
structure of English. The practical part aims at examining the ability of Czech 
speakers to produce stress shift in selected contexts. The respondents were 
recorded reading a text with items that typically undergo stress shift. The data 
obtained from these recordings were perceptually analysed and subsequently used 
to either prove or disprove the hypotheses formulated at the beginning of the 
research. 
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