
Abstract
This study explores peace journalism practices in the context of the 44 days Karabakh war

and whether the reporter’s gender matters in applying this approach. The research draws on

analysis of eight conducted reconstruction interviews with Armenian and Azerbaijani female

and male reporters. The results show that peace journalism faces several challenges in the

region: from press freedom restrictions, to the prohibition of accessing the war zone

especially for the Azerbajani reporters, to the fear of being targeted as traitors, and to the

additional difficulties of those reporters who are refugees themselves. Furthemore, when

applying gender lenses to the analysis, the impact of patriarchal norms in the reporters’ work

is evident. While women were more likely to access war victims, but faced challenges when

embedded in the masculine environment of the army, men would be seen as ‘weak’ for

adopting a more peaceful approach in their reporting. Although there is no shared view

among the respondents on the role of the reporter’s gender in appling peace journalism, the

ingrained gender roles of the two societies help explain why female reporters are more likely

than their male colleagues to embrace peace journalism.
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