
The thesis deals with the former Bush's plan of the so-called third pillar of the American 

missile defense system in Poland and Czech republic. We demonstrate on this topic the value 

of several key (neo)realist theoretical concepts. Specifically, the exact types and functioning 

of security dilemmas are analyzed in the framework of American-Russian, American-Iranian 

and American-Czech/Polish relations. The thesis also illustrates the importance of related 

modalities of deterrence and shows, which states and how balanced the US. In addition to 

that, attention is paid to the question whether the “shield” was motivated by defensive realist 

worries about security or rather by offensive realist struggle for power and gains at the 

expense of others.  

 


