More than ten years after the largest economic crisis, which stroke the European Union in
2008 and thoroughly tested its readiness and ability to act, Europe was hit by a global
pandemic of COVID-19. Because of this crisis, the European Union and its institutions
faced a number of challenges, stemming from unprecedented measures imposed to tackle
it. In contrast with the economic crisis, it was not only the European industrial and
financial sectors but also more segments, essential to the functioning of the European
Union itself, which were affected by the recent crisis. The aim of this thesis is to point out
the differences of impacts of the two crisis and to find out the role played by the European

Commission during the process of dealing with them.



