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The student presented a very nice and original thesis "The Effect of
Military Campaigns on Political Identitity: Evidence from Sherman’s
March" in which he estimated the effect of Sherman’s march on the
voting outcomes in affected counties in Atlanta.

He combined several data sources, showed a deep understanding of
the literature and techniques used. He also explained very well and in
the detail the data limitations.

There was a broad discussion because of the interesting topic and
originality of the work. The questions consider the nature of the
shock caused by Sherman’s march, comparison with the previous
shocks studied in earlier works; to what extent Sherman’s march
caused the economic destruction and/or human capital destruction.
We also discussed the reasons for the missing effects. Some of the
results are due to small shock and/or temporary character of the
shock, what was the effect of migration, etc.

Overall, the student was able to successfully answer all questions and
actively participated in the discussion.
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