Abstract

This case study explores the securitization of Marseille’s banlieues during the era of the
Frame of Republican order that in the last decade of the twentieth century and first years of the
new millennium significantly influenced intensive securitization of French banlieues with a
high concentration of ethnic minorities and countless overlapping social and economic
problems. In 2005, in reaction to the era of intensive securitization, unprecedently violent riots
and social unrest broke out in banlieues across France, yet banlieues in Marseille remained
calm. This thesis, therefore, aims to describe the securitization process and at the same time
expose causes that lowered the intensity of securitization, mitigated the influence of the Frame
of Republican order and alleviated its adverse effects on the local population. For this purpose,
the thesis builds on a combined theoretical framework of securitization theory and framing
theory that enables to put the securitization process into the broader context and considers
specific historical background. This thesis also interprets findings on the securitization process
and offers a critical evaluation of recent development in Marseille that puts into danger

Marseille’s resistance to securitization and exposes the city to adverse consequences.



