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ABSTRACT 

An ethnographic research among women who experienced a loss of child during pregnancy or 

postpartum aims to expose contexts and backgrounds in which prenatal and perinatal loss emerges in 

the Czech Republic. This life event is delineated not only by unique biographies of affected mothers, 

but also by the societal understanding of prenatal life and institutional definitions of human 

reproduction. This thesis highlights various notions and meanings entangled in the event of prenatal 

and perinatal death and shows which trajectories women follow in the terrain of societal expectations 

and governmental and biomedical institutions when they lose a promised assurance of raising a new 

child. 

 


