
Abstract  

The subject of the present thesis is an analysis of the ditransitive verbs envy and forgive 

in the ditransitive/double-object constructions, i.e., either the S-V-Oi-Od or S-V-O-Oprep 

argument structure, in which both objects are explicitly expressed. Envy and forgive represents 

marginal ditransitive verbs, whose accounts in major grammars and various studies are far from 

uniform. Occasionally considered idiosyncratic, the ditransitive use (i.e., the indirect pattern) 

of the two verbs is expected to decrease in frequency. Thus, the research aims to investigate the 

postverbal complementation preference of envy and forgive, and the way the preference changes 

over time. However, it is not the relative frequency of the S-V-Oi-Od pattern with respect to all 

remaining constructions that is of interest here, but its ratio to the frequency of the other 

available double object construction, the prepositional S-V-O-Oprep pattern. Additionally, the 

thesis provides a systematic overview of syntactic and semantic differences between envy and 

forgive as well as an account of their shared features and aspects. Particular attention is paid to 

the Oi/O realisation (e.g., the substantival or pronominal realisation) and the Od/Oprep 

realisation (namely, the substantival realisation, the pronominal realisation, the gerund phrase 

or the nominal relative clause) and their correlation with the type of the ditransitive argument 

structure. 


