
Abstract (in English): 

This diploma thesis examines Scandinavian countries at the turn of the 18th and 19th centuries 

and the changes behind the Napoleonic wars. This study is interdisciplinary and combines 

history, geo-policy, cultural and area studies. The main attention is dedicated to Norway, which 

has been in Union with Denmark since the 14th century, but not at an equal position. Danish 

support of the emperor Napoleon and the Danish affiliation to the Continental blockade caused 

a famine in Norway, which led to society-wide changes. By the fall of Napoleon Denmark was 

defeated likewise and must have signed the Kiel Treaty that gave Norway to Sweden. However, 

the Swedish-Norwegian union was created ten months after, because the Norwegians claimed 

independence, summoned the parliament, created the constitution and chose the king. Using 

three different perspectives (cultural, social-economical and historic-political), this diploma 

analyses the background of the Nordic events, explore reasons for actors' behaviour and 

examines the determinations of Nordic countries behind these historic occasions. The study 

uses the framework of Miroslav Hroch's national-build theory and inspects if the Norwegian 

national-build process reached the level of mass movements and accomplished the conditions 

to become an independent country. 

 


