
Abstract  

The aim of the thesis is to examine the work experience of investigative journalists. 

Regarding the specificity and a demanding character of this job, the attention was aimed to 

perceieved risks and coping strategies of selected journalists. The theoretical part was divided 

into two sections. The first stemming from the theoretical background of the media studies. In 

the second, the themes emerging from the analysis, relating to the field of psychology, were 

described. The empirical part of the research is based on qualitative design, more specifically 

on the method The Interpretative Phenomenological Analysis (IPA). Within the research two 

in-depth interviews with two investigative journalists were made. Each of the respondents is 

dedicated to different type of investigative journalism and focuses primarily on different 

geographical area. Within the characteristics of IPA I concentrated on their subjective 

experience while the working process. Both of the respondents were asked to talk freely about 

what they considered important relating to my questions. In the analytical part I tried to 

intepret the answers regarding possible personality sources. Based on the findings I formed a 

proposal of the categories of these sources which within the living experience of the 

respondents seemed crucial for coping their occupation: autonomy, willingness to face 

adversity, sense of belonging, the loaylty to own values (responsibility, truth and justice, 

freedom and sense).  
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