
ABSTRACT

In recent  years  protection of  cultural  property in the event  of armed conflicts  has  become 

largely mentioned issue. Despite broad international legal codification of principles to prevent 

destruction of cultural property in the event of armed conflicts, destruction of cultural property 

obviously occurs. Within discussion on their protection, attention is not so paid to the values of 

cultural property representing for interested actors not merely in the event of armed conflicts. 

Attention is not much paid also to the motivations leading actors to destroy cultural property in 

the event of armed conflicts. The thesis is based on current state of knowledge both in academic 

or international law and it focuses on exploring motivations leading actors to destroy cultural 

property in the event of armed conflicts. To answer the research question: "What motivators are 

leading actors to actively destroy cultural monuments in armed conflicts?" is proceeded from 

analysis of literature that expounds the motivations for the destruction of cultural property in 

the event of armed conflicts. These motivations will be understood as theoretical explanations 

of destruction for the purposes of the work, and on the basis of five case studies, their validity 

will be checked. The subsequent synthesis of the conclusions of the case studies will reflect all 

the  theoretical  explanations,  i.e.  a  range  of  motivations  leading  actors  to  destroy  cultural 

heritage in the event of armed conflicts. In addition,  the motivation overview will serve to 

critically reflect international law documents aimed at protecting cultural property in the event 

of armed conflicts. 


