Abstract

The Vartembergs were one of the leading Czech aristocratic families, whose origins are derived
from the ancient Markvartic family. The Vartembergs owned a number of large estates,
especially in the north of Bohemia, and created several family branches. Due to the political
commitment of their members, we meet the lords of Vartemberg in all publications devoted to
the government of Czech kings from the last Pfemyslids through the Luxembourgs to the
Jagiellonians, but special studies devoted to the Vartembergs are only sparse. Among the offices
held by members of the family were the governor's offices in the neighboring countries of the
Czech Crown, especially in Upper Lusatia. The work is mainly focused on Vartembergs
connected with the office of the provincial captain in Upper Lusatia from the second half of the
15th century to the first decades of the following century, at the time of restoring the integrity
of the Czech crown after the Hussite wars. The main protagonists of the research will be Jan of
Vartemberg, captain of Upper Lusatia in the years 1459-1464 and Sigismund of Vartemberg,
in the same office in the years 1490-1504, 1507-1511.
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