
Abstract (in English) 

According to Augustine, to be proud means to aspire to a position which belongs to God. 

That is, to not admit one's dependence on God and to misunderstand one's relationships 

towards others. In my thesis I analyse the experience of one who becomes proud and stays in 

a sin of pride as well as someone who overcomes pride. Pride appears when a man starts to 

see himself as a source of his goodness. A sin of pride is accompanied by a false image of 

oneself and of the world and also by an inability to reflect on one's poverty. Only when pride 

manifests itself in an act is it possible for a sinner to admit and overcome it. This is because 

the acts of the proud have different results than he expects. They lead to his humiliation. I 

devote the most space in my thesis to the manifestation of pride in actions and their 

consequences. To better understand this process, I present an analysis of Augustine's 

interpretation of three biblical stories, in which, according to Augustine, pride manifests. This 

analysis also shows that the manifestation of pride in an action doesn't necessarily have to 

lead to overcoming pride in the proud. 

 


