
ABSTRACT 

This thesis deals with the ways to create narrative space and its function in two novels of 

psychological fiction: ‘Vlčí jáma’ written by Jarmila Glazarová, and ‘Helimadoe’ by Jaroslav 

Havlíček. The narrative space is studied from the point of view of the relationship to the 

character, which is the central focus of psychological fiction. The first part of the thesis includes 

characteristics of respective characters based on the concept of chronotopes devised by Michail 

M. Bachtin. Following that, the thesis addresses the narrative approaches represented by 

theorists such as Marie-Laure Ryan, who focuses on cognitive maps as mental models of spatial 

relations, and Gabriel Zoran. Particular focus is devoted to the spatial frames put forward by 

Ruth Ronen, which can be used to observe all characteristics of narrative space. The thesis 

evaluates the possibilities of narrative space analysis for the interpretation of the selected works 

of psychological fiction, and compares the contribution of the different approaches to the 

research of narrative space. 
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