Abstract

Autism spectrum disorders has been a serious and widely discussed social topic in terms of
severity and increasing frequency during the last few years. Psychodiagnostics process itself is
often very demanding, and the measurement of the child’s cognitive abilities is also a part of
the comprehensive examination. Therefore, the results may make an enormous contribution to
psychological diagnosis, clinical practice and education. The aim of the master thesis and the
further research is to obtain information about the cognitive profile of children with autism
spectrum disorder in comparison with neurotypical children, namely in the age range of six to
twelve years. Firstly, the testing was carried out in the research group of 80 respondents,
respectively with 40 respondents in the research group and 40 respondents in the control group.
Secondly, each participant underwent testing using the Wechsler Intelligence Battery (WISC-
III). Thirdly, the group of children with PAS underwent the neuropsychological battery, the A
Developmental Neuropsychological Assessment (NEPSY-II) subtest. A statistically significant
difference in overall 1Q, verbal 1Q, and performance IQ was found between the PAS group and
the control group. In addition, a significant difference between the groups was also found in all
monitored indices (ISP, IPU, IKO, IRZ). Finally, all verbal and performance subtests were
compared with each other. Based on our statistical analyses we conclude, there is a statistically

significant difference in the theory of mind between the research and normative groups.
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