Abstract:

The work of Ethnology of the Gagauz village of Balgarevo. The identity of the
Bulgarian Gagauz represents the ethnogenesis and hypotheses about the origin of the Gagauz.

The author interprets the ethnic identity of the Bulgarian Gagauz from a village
in the northeastern part of Bulgaria. Based on the outputs of field return research, empirical data
and through the projection of the actors themselves, it identifies the basic characteristics of
Gagauz identity: origin, language, religion and tradition. The author describes the symbols and
signs important for the community itself and answers the question of whether it is possible to
label the current Bulgarian Gagauze as an ethnic group, how they identified themselves and on
the basis of which attributes.

The space is given by the ongoing revitalization changes against the background of new
economic and socio-cultural processes.

The work is supplemented by case studies and research reflection.



