
Abstract  
The main topic of this thesis is the use of development cooperation as an instrument of foreign 
policy of the People's Republic of China (China) and the European Union (EU) in Africa. The 
aim of this diploma thesis was to find out whether the development cooperation policy of China, 
respectively the EU with African countries, is motivated rather by pragmatic or normative 
interests. In order to answer this research question, a qualitative content analysis was applied, 
in which the documents of these two actors were examined. The main theoretical concept of 
this diploma thesis is the concept of normative power, which served as an indicator of normative 
interests. In the case of the EU, the hypothesis that the EU would primarily act as a normative 
power in development cooperation, i.e. that it would be interested in disseminating its norms in 
the international system, has not been confirmed. The results of the content analysis reveal that 
pragmatic interests prevail in the development cooperation between the EU and African 
countries. In the case of China's involvement in development cooperation, the results of the 
analysis reveal that the main motivations within this policy are mainly normative interests, i.e. 
the interests of disseminating its norms in the international politics. 
 


