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Abstract 

The present doctoral thesis offers an interpretation of the works of Borges and Cortázar 

through the lens of romantic irony. It outlines the origin of the notion of irony from greek 

drama through philosophical dialogue to rhetorics. The main focus of the work is Schlegel’s 

concept of romantic irony. Various aspects serve as a basis for the interpretation of the work 

of both Argentine writers in particular chapters: the struggle between enthusiasmus and 

scepsis in Borges (litotes) and Cortázar (novelistic dialogue), motive of the double, reflexivity 

in literature written in the spanish language from Cervantes to Borges, focusing on Borges‘ 

sources of inspiration (Carlyle, Fernández, Unamuno); Cortázars reflexive short stories, 

heteronyms of both authors (Morelli, Ménard); and finally the tendency to see the world from 

above, to constant transcendence of perspective in Borges‘ short stories and poems and in 

Cortázar’s novel 62: A model kit, as well as in his poetics based on the works of John Keats. 


