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The project analyzes how the Czech and German societies commemorate through the medium
of literature (and partially film and photography) the expulsion of Germans from
Czechoslovakia after World War II. There are several research questions to be answered:
what strategies do the authors use to recover the memory of the events, how has the
commemoration changed since the turn of the millennium and how do the different
communities share their memories? The aim of the project is to contribute to the
contemporary theoretical discussions on the role of literature as a medium of cultural memory
and on trans-cultural mnemonic processes as well as to the concrete discussion about the

reconciliation of war and post-war crimes in Czech and German society.

The project focuses on the period since 2000 because by this point the commemoration of the
Expulsion had come to be shaped by a crucial generational change: generations which could
directly witness the events, the generation of perpetrators and victims, starts to be replaced by
generations which do not have any direct experience with the war and post-war time. The
project focuses hence on the phase of the so-called “flowing gap”, which means the
transformation of communicative memory — characterized by the immediate context of
commemoration and domination of familiar frameworks of commemoration — into cultural
memory, which is characterized by the absence of social context and an increasing importance
of medial representations. This transformation of the commemoration of the expulsion and the

role of literature and other media in it are at the center of my research.

The theoretical background of the project is cultural and social memory research. Following
Aleida and Jan Assmann, I make a difference between communicative and cultural memory.
From Marianne Hirsch I take up the concept of postmemory, which describes the relationship
of the second generation to traumatic experiences which had preceded their birth but were
nevertheless transmitted to them. By contrast to Astrid Erll, I do not make a difference
between intertextuality (memory of literature), the representations of remembrance (memory
in literature) and literature as a medium of memory, because it is precisely the interaction of
all these levels which makes up the mnemonic potential of literature as part of memory
culture. To express these complex mnemonic processes I use the term “strategy of literary

recollection”, which helps me to typologize the combinations of all these levels.

To answer the aforementioned main questions of my project, I structure the thesis in three
parts. In the first part I sketch the development of the public, scientific and political discourses

of expulsion in German and Czech memory culture. I point out the generational change and



the political and cultural consequences of the “floating gap”. I consider the question whether
the emphatic interest in the Expulsion after the millennium can be seen as a breaking up of an
existing taboo or just a marketing strategy. I conclude that even if the Expulsion was never
generally restricted in the BRD, Austria or even in GDR and Czechoslovakia, reception used
to be limited by political and ideological frames, which restricted the publicity of this topic.
Not until the 1990s could the separated discourses and master-narratives of expulsion start to
communicate with each other. The delimitation of the existing discourse frames provoked first
(in the 90s) a clash of divergent interpretations of the post-war period, which caused the
intensification of memory conflicts, later (after 2005) the growing delegitimacy of the post-

war violence.

In the second block, I analyze textual and other representations of the Expulsion and structure
my interpretations around the different “strategies of commemoration”. In the first chapter, I
focus on documenting, the most explicit text-strategy, which tries to give evidence of the
tragic events of the post-war period. In the second chapter, I analyze the interpretative
strategy of authors who try to explain the symbolical role of the expulsion and to make the
readers identify with the narrative. In the third chapter, I concentrate on the genre of criminal
novel and criminal movie, in which the process of investigation of past crimes and the work
of memory come together. However, this approach usually leads to a mythologization of the
traumatic events, and so many authors prefer experimental strategies of remembrance, such as
fragmentation and deconstruction of mythologized narratives. Not the simply reference to the
past, but the way, how does the narrator deals with the fragmentary memories and language,
evokes the authenticity of the past (chapter four). The fifth chapter of the block, too, focuses
on an indirect and more implicit strategy of remembrance: the trauma. Trauma narratives are
characterized by disruptions of remembrance, flashbacks and hallucinations, which
documents authentic connection with the past. However, because of the negativity of that
strategy, one can hardly differentiate between authentic trauma and the staging of it. The last
two chapters of the block are focused on two types of latency: the memory of body and

landscape (both understood as products of literary semantization).

While the second block of the thesis interprets the texts from the point of view of how they
recover the memory of the Expulsion, the third and last block focuses on the problem of
sharing memories across the different memory cultures. In the first chapter, I ask how the
publishers translate the texts about that topic from one language and cultural context into the

other. In the last chapter of the thesis, I study the problem of shareability of the memories and



the inner dialogism of the texts. Finally, in the conclusion of the thesis I consider the question
whether the postmemory of the Expulsion is rather shaped by the recovery of the tabooed

memories or by the ongoing forgetting.
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