
Abstract
In this bachelor thesis I seek an answer to a question whether universal 

basic income can serve as a solution to mass unemployment. I use theories that 

explain  the  causes  of  reduced  well-being  of  the  unemployed.  According  to 

restricted  agency model,  the  reduced well-being  can  be  explained by material 

deprivation. Latent deprivation model seeks the answer in non-material needs that 

are not fulfilled in unemployment. In the first part of the thesis, I make use of 

empirical studies of unemployment, whereas in the second part I seek the answer 

by analyzing European Social Survey data from Czech Republic using multiple 

linear  regression method.  In case of  evidence supporting the restricted agency 

model, universal basic income might be a viable solution to unemployment. The 

results show mixed evidence for both models.
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