Abstract

The Munich agreement signed on the 29th of September 1938 has always been giving rise to
strong emotions in Czech society. This event, frequently described as "about us, without us", is a
synonym for humiliation, injustice and a symbol of betrayal for many. The historian Jan Tesaf
holds a non-traditional point of view on this matter. He opposes this established interpretation
and sees it as a source of origin of the so-called Munich Complex. The proposed diploma thesis
focuses on this phenomenon, which is examined in printed media. Firstly, it provides a brief
historical context and introduces an overview of different interpretations of Munich events
within Czech historiography as well as describes the arguments of Tesaf himself. Furthermore,
the Munich complex is conceptualized and the resulting concept includes variables necessary for
the research part of the thesis. This section consists of qualitative and quantitative analysis of the
content of selected representative media samples. Among examined aspects are arguments used
in the press, patterns of interpretation and attributed meanings. The time scope for analysis
ranges from 1948 to 2018. Finally, the examination of the presence of aforementioned elements
in selected samples and evolution of media bias throughout the time provides knowledge crucial
to answer the research question — have printed media been deepening the Munich Complex in

Czech society?



