
Abstract  

This thesis deals with the topic of the human rights movement in Ukraine and 

Czechoslovakia after signing the final act of the conference on security and cooperation in 

Europe in Helsinki 1975. The thesis is an attempt of a comparative analysis of these two 

human rights movements in the late 1970s, based on two concrete groups: Ukrainian Helsinki 

Group and Committee for the Defense of the Unjustly Prosecuted. The research focuses on 

the comparison of the social context for the dissent activity, the historical circumstances and 

the activities of the human rights groups. The thesis traces the main tendencies and topics in 

the activities of both groups.  Particular attention is paid to the life stories of the actors of 

human rights movement and efforts to explore some common features in biographies of these 

personalities.  
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