
Abstract 

The presented study takes up the problem of Bataille’s impossible testimony of the impossible. 

This endeavor represents a wider contextual framework for a project of this thesis which 

proposes a way of laying down the foundation for a philosophical reading of Bataille’s 

L’expérience intérieure by developing some key moments of his anthropology. Bataille’s 

thought is introduced as the dynamics of a gesture of testimony (or a witnessing) which testifies 

to the difference du sens as it is being incorporated in the movement of writing (écriture) into 

the texts of La Somme Athéologique. Since these texts oftentimes resist a direct philosophical 

treatment, this essay discusses the possibilities of a philosophical approach to Bataille. Such 

discussion results in setting up the necessary limitations of an adequate philosophical attitude 

towards Bataille’s thought while leaving its problematic quality in play. Then the narrower 

framework of this essay is put into work in an attempt to achieve an understanding of key parts 

of The Inner Experience through a philosophical analysis of Bataille’s concept of humanity. 

 


