
ABSTRACT 

 

The objective of the thesis is to describe and compare the modifying uses of two adjectives 

which can appear both as premodifiers as well as bare postmodifiers, namely available and 

responsible. Both modifying positions are examined with respect to the textual environment, 

the complexity of noun phrases and adjective phrases in which the adjectives function, 

reference and other features in order to outline the patterns in which these two adjectives 

appear. The data for the analytical part have been extracted from the British National Corpus 

using the basic query and limiting the search to the written part of the corpus. After manual 

assessment of the initial samples of 500 concordance lines, 154 concordance lines containing 

the adjective available and 147 containing the adjective responsible proved to be suitable for 

the analysis. The final samples of the data are further categorized and analysed concerning the 

complexity of the noun phrase, premodification, postmodification and complementation of the 

adjectives, semantic preference of the head nouns, and the motivation for the pre- or 

postnominal placement of the modifiers. 
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