
Annotation 

 How to respond to ongoing genocide? How to punish her perpetrators? In 2014, world 

witnessed another modern genocide, the eradication of the whole ethnicity - the so-called 

Islamic State attacked an area in northern Iraq for centuries inhabited by members of a small 

but distinct ethnical group of Yazidi people. This diploma thesis deals with the establishment 

of discourse of Yazidi genocide, the process of recognition of events as genocide at the 

international level. In this work I investigate the definition of victims and aggressors and the 

international response to genocide, both in the media and political sphere. For the discourse of 

the Yazidi genocide was crucial to differentiate victims and violence against them from other 

events. Similarly, it was important to accurately name the perpetrators of genocide and treat 

them as a potential geopolitical threat, but as the cause of one of the worst crimes known to 

mankind. The discourse of the Yazidi genocide was largely determined by politicians - and, as 

I show in my work, the political dimension of events has pushed the humanitarian and legal 

ones behind. These all aspects take on the formation and maintenance of a given discourse. 

 


