Abstract

The principal aims of the research are to identify the nature and scope of Turkish foreign
policy change towards Iran in the period 2002-2012 — the first ten years of the successive
governments of the Justice and Development Party (AKP). Then, individual sources of foreign
policy change and their respective roles in shaping Turkish foreign policy toward Iran will be
investigated. As the research is theoretically grounded in the subfield of foreign policy analysis
known as foreign policy change, the reader is familiarized with a variety of different models
used in the study of foreign policy change.

In order to assess the relevance of the individual sources, an alternative explanatory
model is designed. The application of the designed foreign policy model highlights the
necessity of applying a wider approach in the quest to assess Turkish foreign policy change,
taking into account the different domestic and international sources in order to achieve a
comprehensive explanation that can evaluate the relative power of international and domestic
political, economic, and ideational sources serving as its driving mechanisms. The role of
economic factors — long seen as fundamental in shaping Turkey’s foreign policy toward its
neighbors — and the role of security concerns are subsequently identified as perhaps the most

relevant driving mechanisms behind Turkey’s foreign policy change towards Iran.



