
Abstract 

After seven months of diplomatic crisis following the shooting down of Russian fighter jet by 

the Turkish Armed Forces, Turkish-Russian relations entered into the process of reconciliation 

in June 2016. Few weeks later, Turkey faced with a coup attempt (July 15, 2016) which was a 

crucial turning point in Turkey’s repositioning itself in the international politics. Deteriorating 

relations with the West and rapprochement with Russia have brought along debates with regards 

to Eurasianism as an alternative foreign policy orientation. In this regard, this thesis is dealing 

with the Patriotic Party’s proposed Eurasianist idea, Kemalist Eurasianism, to put forth the 

idea’s conceptual and contextual map by analysing and interpreting the works of Doğu 

Perinçek, chairman of the Patriotic Party, and the party’s monthly journal, Teori, within the 

framework of conceptual history approach. In doing so, the thesis confronts the misconception 

of Kemalist Eurasianism as a derivation of Russian neo-Eurasianism and argues that the idea is 

originated from the Kemalist revolution and left-nationalist currents of thought historically. 

Thus, the thesis reveals that Kemalist Eurasianism primarily is a national agenda based on 

Kemalist principles of nationalism, etatism and populism, and is the international extension of 

the Turkish national revolution. 
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