
 

Annotation  

This master thesis examines the political and particular media situation in 1832,  

with the stress on spreading the liberal ideas and their attempt to influence the public  

via one typical German journal for this period. Over six months, there was an extraordinary 

situation in Baden, when the censorship was restricted and suddenly there arose,  

for this period, unexpected possibilities for journalists. As a reaction to reduction  

of censorship, the journal Der Freisinnige was established. Although its existence  

was short-lived, manifestation of liberal values and reflection of contemporary opinions  

is evident. This journal was more important and powerful than any other because  

of the cooperation with one of the main initiators of liberalism, Karl von Rotteck, who was 

also active in politics. This connection of two roles was very powerful. Freedom of speech, 

understood as one of the major liberal demands, allowed the practical promotion of liberal 

ideas among citizens. This case study pays attention to this particular year,  

within the political inclinations and tendencies over the period 1815-1832 of the Grand 

Duchy of Baden and former German Confederation. There were clear connections  

to the events in the first third of the nineteen century, that made the short-time fall  

of censorship happen. At the same time, it tries to examine, what it meant to issue a liberal 

and independent journal in this time on example of the journal Der Freisinnige itself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


