Abstract

European catfish (Silurus glanis, Linneus 1758) is our only fish which amount of catch is
growing in our country in the last thirty years. The main goal of my work is to find out if global
warming is essential for increasing catch of catfish, or whether rising temperatures are marginal,
and the main reason is growing focus of fishermen on catfish. This thesis summarized
knowledge about effect of global warming on ecosystems mainly on freshwater bodies that
seem to be the most influenceable among terrestric ones. The enlarging populations of catfish
in countries of south Europe (e.g. Spain, Italy) where catfish was recently introduced can be
explained by the fact that warm water is suitable for catfish. However, some socioeconomic
studies carried out in the Czech Republic as well as abroad clearly demonstrate that popularity
of catching of catfish increases in time. I verified this idea by the results of my questionnaire
survey, where 82 % of respondents approved that the popularity of catfish among fishermen is
highest in the last decade. Based on the evidence we can say that increasing temperatures has a
positive effect on the metapopulation of catfish in the Czech Republic, but this influence seems
to be marginal. The main reason for still increasing catch is very likely the change of preferences

of fisherman and their broader, intensified focus on catfish.
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