
Abstract 

The diploma thesis is focused on social contract theories, as presented by the philosophers 

Thomas Hobbes, John Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseau. My research is based on Leviathan 

by Thomas Hobbes, Second Treatise of Government by John Locke and Discourses 

and The Social Contract by Jean-Jacque Rousseau. In their respective theories, these authors 

present their opinions on how any state comes to life through entering into a social contract 

and how it should operate. The aim of my thesis is to look into their theories and using 

method of comparison to determine how they correspond with each other on the fundamental 

aspects of their ideas. These include the natural state, the act of entering into a social contract, 

the sovereign, sovereignty and the order of state establishment. The research suggests 

that although the authors agree on some points, in some cases they differ significantly. It also 

shows the significant influence of the environments and events experienced by the authors 

during their lives, on the formation of their thoughts and theories. At the very end of the thesis 

there is a reflection on the legitimacy of the Constitution of the Czech Republic 

and the contribution of the theories of appointed authors to today's society.
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