
Annotation 

This thesis concerns the support for the AfD in the federal states Bremen, Saxony-Anhalt, and 

Baden-Württemberg. In particular, the goal is to explain the support for the AfD among the 

eligible voters of Bremen, Saxony-Anhalt, and Baden-Württemberg at the most recently 

elections held in Bremen on 10 May 2015 and in Baden-Württemberg and Saxony-Anhalt on 

13 March 2016. This is a disciplined, interpretive case study, which uses the existing models 

of voting behaviour to explain the voting for the AfD in Bremen, Saxony-Anhalt, and Baden-

Württemberg. It employs a sociological model of voting behaviour and a model of rational 

choice. The goal is to determine whether the support for the AfD in the three selected federal 

states can be explained using these models of voting behaviour, and if so, which model of 

voting behaviour best explains the support for the AfD. First, the thesis presents the models of 

voting behaviour that are used in the study for analysis of the support for the AfD. The next 

portion of the thesis deals with the party Alternative for Germany. The section of the thesis 

that follows is devoted to the actual analysis of support for the AfD, first in Baden-

Württemberg and then in the federal states Saxony-Anhalt and Bremen. The answers to the 

research question are presented at the conclusion of the thesis. 

 


