
Abstract 

The Master Thesis Engagement of Obama´s Administration in the Syrian Civil War is 

dealing with the role of the United States in the conflict. This work studies the approach of 

Obama´s administration toward the situation in country from the beginning of the revolution 

until the end of president´s second tenure. It analyzes the development of this approach and key 

events that influenced its shape. The thesis is divided into three parts. The first is dealing with 

the background of the crisis, historical development of relations between the US and Syria and 

the broader context of Obama´s Middle East policy. The second part analyzes specific period 

of time between the start of the revolution until 2014. It follows key events that had profound 

effect on the inner dynamics of the conflict and phenomenon that were shaping the situation in 

Syria, like the rising influence of the radicals among the opposition. It also analyzes in detail 

the chemical attack in Ghouta from 2013, which almost led Washington to direct intervention 

and is regarded as one of the most important events in Obama´s foreign policy. The third part 

is dealing with the rise of the Islamic State (ISIS) and American-led intervention against this 

terrorist organization. The thesis was written with the help of different sources such as primary 

documents, monographies, think-tank studies and journal articles. 

 


