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1.

OBSAH A CIL PRACE (struéné informace o praci, formulace cile):

Bakalai'ska price se zabyva stranou Cernych panteri (v orig. Black Panther
Party), jednou z nejvyraznéjSich organizaci spojenou s militantnimi aspekty v
oblasti emancipace ¢ernosskych obyvatel USA. Black Panther Party pusobila v
USA v obdobi od poloviny 60. let do pielomu 70. a 80. let. Autorka v praci
charakterizuje stranu Black Panther Party a jeji priority v boji, ktery vedla proti
represim, kterych se ve vztahu k afroamerickému obyvatelstvu dopoustéla
spole¢nost, vlada a policie. Jsou vysvétleny okolnosti vzniku této strany a
predstaveni jeji vyznamni ¢lenové.

2. VECNE ZPRACOVANI (naro¢nost, tviréi piistup, argumentace, logicka struktura, teoretické a
metodologické ukotveni, prace s prameny a literaturou, vhodnost pfiloh apod.):

The dissertation is well conceived and logical. The referencing is excellent and the argumentation
is sound.

3. FORMALNI A JAZYKOVE ZPRACOVANI (jazykovy projev, spravnost citace a odkazii na literaturu,
graficka Uprava, formalni nalezitosti prace apod.):

As far as I can tell, there are no problems with expression, citations or other formal aspects of the
work.

4. STRUCNY KOMENTAR HODNOTITELE (celkovy dojem z bakalaiské prace, silné a slabé stranky,
originalita mySlenek, naplnéni cile apod.):

Gabriela Tuckova has penned an insightful B.A. dissertation concerning the Black Panthers and
their struggle for African American emancipation. Unlike numerous other students in the past,
Gabriela faithfully consulted the work with me from its embryonic stage up until completion.
Though there never were any serious issues, Gabriela demonstrated her devotion to the topic
throughout. The result is an informative, coherent B.A. dissertation consisting of an Introduction,
four main chapters, and a Conclusion. In the paragraphs that follow, I will comment upon each
individual section of the treatise.

In the Introduction, Gabriela spells out precisely what she wishes to accomplish in the work and
she summarizes the content of each main chapter. Also discussed are the main sources Gabriela
consulted. The Introduction is fine.

Chapter 1 represents a presentation of the historical context of the African American struggle for
equal standing in American society. The main historical actors are discussed, as are the legal
precedents, i.e. Plessy v. Ferguson and Brown v. Board of Education (Topeka). The origins and
evolution of the civil rights movement are likewise explained. Gabriela’s analysis of W.E.B.
DuBois, Martin Luther King, Jr., and the major events is accurate. This chapter is well written.
Gabriela portrays the emergence of the Black Power Movement and the idea of armed black self-
defense in Chapter 2. Her main focus is on Malcolm X (born Malcolm Little) and she mentions his
previous association with the Nation of Islam headed by Elijah Muhammad. Gabriela shows how
Malcolm X’s ideas (following his assassination) would form the ideological pillars of the Black
Panthers.

In Chapter 3, Gabriela analyzes the founding of the Black Panther Party by Huey Newton and
Bobby Seale, as well as the Black Panthers’ aims and activities. It is helpful that the ten-point
program of the Black Panther Party is presented in the English original with a Czech translation
in the associated footnote. The regional expansion of the Black Panthers is analyzed, as is the




principle of black self-defense. Furthermore, Gabriela delves into the community activities
sponsored by the Black Panthers. Included among these were the free breakfast program,
independent schools, and free health clinics. In the last section of Chapter 3, Gabriela traces the
decline and eventual demise of the Black Panthers. Correctly, in my view, she sees the first signs
of the movement’s weakening in ideological differences between Huey Newton and Eldridge
Cleaver. Though still believing in armed self-defense, Newton favored emphasis on the community
programs, whereas Cleaver wanted to initiate an armed uprising. Also, Newton placed faith in the
black working class while Cleaver felt that the unemployed underclass with criminal experience
should be the vanguard. After Newton’s expulsion of more radical members based in New York
(who turned into terrorists), Newton focused his activities on Oakland, California. The failure of
Bobby Seale to be elected mayor of Oakland in 1973 also represented a significant blow to the
movement. In 1982, the last class of the institute of the Black Panthers met and the Black Panther
Party fell apart. This chapter is of excellent quality and it is obvious that Gabriela has utilized the
sources well.

Gabriela assesses the legacy of the Black Panthers in Chapter 4. On the one hand, the Black
Panthers are viewed negatively by mainstream society. However, the Black Panthers’ emphasis on
police brutality resulted in greater civilian oversight of police conduct in a number of American
cities and their community programs did some good. Gabriela hints that the jury is still out with
regard to a proper assessment.

The Conclusion recapitulates the main points presented in the body of the dissertation and
Gabriela’s assessment is balanced. On the one hand, aggressive activities of the Black Panthers
did cast a negative light on African Americans in mainstream America, but on the other,
community activities and the drawing of attention to police brutality did some good.

I think that my positive comments on the work speak for themselves. Gabriela has done much
work and the result serves as evidence that her efforts have paid off. I recommend an
EXCELLENT classification (A).

5.0TAZKY A PRIPOMINKY DOPORUCENE K BLIZSIMU VYSVETLENI PRI OBHAJOBE (jedna az tfi):
Given the fact that police brutality against African Americans remains a significant problem in
the United States today, is it likely a new movement will emerge with ideals similar to those of the
Black Panthers? Why or why not?

6. DOPORUCENI / NEDOPORUCENI K OBHAJOBE A NAVRHOVANA ZNAMKA
(vyborné, velmi dobfe, dobie, nevyhovél): A

Datum: 7 August 2018 Podpis:

Pozn.: Hodnoceni piste k jednotlivym bodiim, pokud nepisete v textovém editoru, pouzijte pii nedostatku mista zadni stranu
nebo ptilozeny list. V hodnoceni prace se pokuste oddélit ty jeji nedostatky, které jsou, podle vaseho minéni, obhajobou
neodstranitelné (napf. chybi kritické zhodnoceni prament a literatury), od téch véci, které student miize dobrou obhajobou
napravit; pomér téchto dvou polozek berte prosim v tivahu pfi stanoveni kone¢né znamky.



