
Abstract 

 

This bachelor thesis provides a description of the Indian transgender community of Hijras and 

their biggest religious festival in Koovagam. The thesis is divided into three main parts. The 

first part includes a theoretical introduction to the topic of sex, gender and transgender. In 

respect to that, transgender concepts of different cultures are introduced. The second part 

deals with the concept of the Indian Hijra and specific perceptions of transgender in India. 

History as well as the present times is included. The third part describes a religious festival 

that takes places in a village Koovagam in South Indian state of Tamilnadu. The festival is the 

biggest transgender event of India. 

 


