
Annotation 

The subject of this thesis is the way of representation of mentally ill characters in the Czech 

detective movies made between 60s and 80s. The characters with elements of mental illness or 

other abnormalities are analyzed in the semiotic analysis. Subsequently, the results are 

complemented by narrative analysis which focuses on the role of selected characters in the 

story, style, storyline and the overall impression of mentally ill characters. The aim of this thesis 

is to gain a wider awareness of madness representation and also to provide more comprehensive 

information about the characteristics of analyzed characters. The first part of the thesis focuses 

on a theoretical background essential for subsequent analysis – media representation, 

construction of reality, stereotypes, new wave cinema, normalization, history of madness. The 

second part of the thesis is dedicated to analysis of 10 movies and interpretation of the results. 

 


