
Abstract 

The aim of the thesis is to describe how a literary critic and an ideologist of the 

Communist Party Ladislav Štoll influenced the making of the Czechoslovak culture in 

the 20
th

 century. At the same time we try to capture Ladislav Štoll´s life in the form of 

a political biography, which describes his activity in connection to the discussions, 

polemics and the political development of the Czechoslovak cultural left wing. As a 

part of the thesis we describe the activity and opinions of Ladislav Štoll in the interwar 

republic, his attempts to write his own fiction and broadly also his participation in the 

discussions amongst left-wing intellectuals (so called generational discussion, the 

controversy around André Gide, polemics about the Moscow Trials). Also his 

relationship with the thinking of Zdeněk Nejedlý, the heritage of F. X. Šalda and 

Štoll´s opinions before the outbreak of the Second World War is analysed in the thesis. 

We try to capture Štoll´s activity during the Second World War, including the problem 

of his involvement with the anti-Nazi resistance. 

The main focus of the thesis is Štoll´s activity after the war. We analyse his place in 

the polemics about socialism and the cultural orientation of Czechoslovakia. We also 

look at Štoll´s influence on the universities including his lecturing at the University of 

Politics and the Social studies and the University of Politics and Economics, where he 

worked as a lector. The thesis handles also Ladislav Štoll´s activity in the cultural 

politics of the 1950s, including his attempt to analyse his best known paper Thirty 

Years of Fight for the Czech Socialistic Poetry. Štoll´s following ascend to power and 

the period of the critical assessment of his political-aesthetic conceptions in the era of 

destalinization in the second half of 1950s is captured in the thesis. Much attention is 

paid to Štoll´s political activity in 1960s and the ongoing discussion about his 

conceptions, which correlated with the polemics in the interwar era. At the end of the 

thesis Štoll´s fall in the period known as “the Prague Spring” in 1968 and his 

comeback and the activity in 1970s is described as well. The last chapter is dedicated 

to the second life of Ladislav Štoll. 

 


