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Evaluation

Major criteria:



The thesis is very well factually informed, clearly demonstrating author’s interest in 
the subject. However, it is too broad and non-focused, to the extent that the answer 
to the research question – “How does the implementation of institutional and legal 
frameworks established by the Sultanate of Oman contribute to countering 
radicalization and deterring terrorism” (pp. 8) - is almost impossible to answer. 
Indeed, the very phrasing of the research question is rather broad and it would seem 
to benefit from narrowing down. 

Furthermore, the thesis’s problems also result from methodological choices. The 
author states that methodologically the thesis constitutes a “a single-case, 
interpretative case study” which is however somewhat contestable as she essentially 
seeks to establish the relationship between various governmental policies and 
absence of extremism and political violence. Put in this way, casual (qualitative or 
quantitative) approach would be more warranted as it would enable to actually 
address this question more properly. 

In any case, the thesis also suffers from too broad conceptualization of what 
constitutes processes of radicalization and radicalization. The author meticulously 
goes through a considerable body of work to discuss how are these processes 
understood by different organizations, scholars and experts. Unfortunately, she does 
not indicate which conceptualization she adopts or at least tends towards. Offering 
only this broad and non-hierarchical (in the sense of not adopting a specific position 
vis-à-vis the literature) overview of conceptualizations of extremism and counter-
extremism then leads to a very unfocused analysis in which the author discusses 
almost all of the possible programmes and policies that can account for the fact that 
Oman did not experience any terrorist activity, from education, to state sponsorship 
of certain strands of Islam, to security cooperation with the Western countries.  

This is essentially acknowledged by the author herself when she in the Conclsuion 
(pp. 85) states that “Oman does not specifically target countering radicalization, 
extremism or terrorism. Instead the Sultanate has targeted the needs of its civilian 
population and continues to revise its governance and frameworks to meet the 
evolving needs of the country.” Essentially, then, it appears that the ultimate 
argument regarding the absence of extremism in Oman comes down to the 
comprehensiveness and complexity of various policies which seek to alleviate 
grievances and provide stable social, economic and political conditions in the 
country, which then results in extraordinary low levels of extremism among the local 
population. Nonetheless, the lack of methodological rigor makes this assertion more 
intuitive than scholarly persuasive. 

Minor criteria:

A considerable part of the literature the author draws on are NGO and think-
tank reports and analyses (as opposed to scholarly literature) but it did not 



feel as too detrimental for the thesis overall (considering my main critique 
above).

Overall evaluation:

The thesis clearly shows author’s dedication to the topic but due to its broad 
focus (conceptual and empirical) and lack of really rigorous methodology its 
conclusions are not really persuasive. For the defence, I would recommend to 
address the relative importance of respective policies that contributed to the 
absence of extremism in Oman.  
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