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Overall evaluation:  

The thesis tackles an interesting and underexplored empirical puzzle – absence of 
(officially reported) cases of terrorism in Oman, which is notable not only in the context 
of the Middle East. The thesis therefore attempted to explain why this has been the case 
for the last couple decades? Specifically, it evaluated the contributions by the institutional 
and legal frameworks established by the Sultanate of Oman to countering radicalization 
and deterring terrorism. Conceptually, the author departs from a survey of existing models 
of (violent) radicalization and corresponding approaches to counter-radicalization, better 
known as countering violent extremism (CVE) outside Europe. This conceptual grounding 
is appropriate, but at times lacks rigor and depth. It is also not always well interlinked with 
the sub-sequent empirical chapters. In particular, the author has more or less arbitrarily 
selected and followed the framework put forward in a single report by the Atlantic 
Council concerning the Middle East. (Geneive Abdo and Nathan J Brown. “Religion, 
Identity, and Countering Violent Extremism.” Working Group Report of the Middle East 
Strategy Task Force. Washington, DC: Atlantic Council Rafik Hariri Center for the 
Middle East, September 2016.) Similarly, in the chapters that explore the institutional and 
legal CVE structures/measures in Oman, the author sometimes relies excessively on a 
single source, which is even more problematic when this source merely reproduces the 
official discourse of/in Oman without much of further verification. Overall, nevertheless, 
the thesis offers several unique insights into CVE in Oman and it meets the general 
criteria for this type of academic work. 
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