
Abstract 

This thesis compares counter and deradicalization policies of the United Kingdom and the 

Kingdom of Denmark. Both countries have one of the oldest policies in Europe and are 

characterized as different, even opposite, and therefore were chosen for the comparative 

analysis. Thesis assesses concrete policy initiatives preventing radicalization mainly in 

prisons, schools, on the Internet, governments’ deradicalization initiatives; initiatives 

addressing foreign fighters, the extremist ideology; and other approaches in preventing 

radicalization. The comparison is based on the theoretical-analytical framework of the most 

prominent theoretical approaches towards explaining radicalization. Through the comparison, 

the thesis explores, sometime subtle, differences and similarities of both approaches and links 

them together with theoretical explanations. The thesis highlights many possible policy 

responses to one phenomenon, corresponding to many theoretical explanations behind it. The 

comparison has shown similarities and differences between the two policies and correlation 

between the definition of radicalization and extremism and certain policy objectives and 

programs. It is structured into four chapters, the first one is theoretical introduction into the 

concept of radicalization which creates an analytical framework. The second and third 

chapters are dedicated to British and Danish deradicalization policies respectively. The last 

chapter is the comparison of the policies based on the analytical framework developed in the 

first chapter.  

 


