
Abstract 

This diploma thesis deals with the state of present society and society before 1989 in terms of leisure 

time society and society of work from the point of view of shop assistants. I would like to approach 

and understand the phenomenon of work and the very connected phenomenon of free time. We hear 

this statement very often – „I do not have time for it.“ However this phenomenon is not new, this 

phenomenon has already appeared in czech research in 1960s. Based on automation and shortening 

working hours, since the second half of the 20th century, the amount of leisure time should increase. 

In 1960s, some theoreticians began to claim that society of work is at the end and moving to leisure 

time society. But is that really fact?  Do we live in a society of work or in a leisure time society? Or none 

of these options are true? And what about society before 1989? And do work and leisure time differ 

in different social settings – I mean state socialism and parliamentary democracy? I would like to 

answer these questions through semi-structured interviews with shop assistants.  

 


