
Abstract 

This thesis researches aspects of (re)socialization and integration of unaccompanied female 

minor immigrants in Italy. The thesis aims to present an overview of the immigration situation 

in Italy. The focus is on Nigerian girls as Nigeria is the country of origin of the majority of 

unaccompanied female minors hosted in reception centres in Italy. There is a discussion on who 

these minors are and why they migrated. The theoretical background is based on a theory of 

Social Integration developed by Bosswick and Hackmann who defined Social Integration as 

being a four-dimensional process, consisting of structural, cultural, interactive and 

identificational aspects. This is an ethnographic study and was carried out though the mean of 

participant observation in a reception centre located in Sicily. The analysis of the field notes 

was done in accordance with the 4-demnsional model proposed by Bosswick and Hackmann. 

 


